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WAR FOR THE THRONE. THE BATTLE OF SHREWSBURY 1403. John 
Barratt. 2010. Pen and Sword Books, Barnsley, South Yorkshire, £19.99. 

ISBN 978-1-84884-028-7. 
RICHARD III AND THE BOSWORTH CAMPAIGN. Peter Hammond. 
zoio. Pen and Sword Books, Barnsley, South Yorkshire, £19.99. 

ISBN 978-1-84415-259-9. 

The stories of decisive battles, even those fought long ago, tend to create an emo-
tional response, as it is almost impossible for most people not to take sides. 
Personally, from my teenage years, I have had to cope, happily or unhappily, with 
the outcome of Philippi, Hastings, Shrewsbury, Agincourt and Bosworth. The 
only remedy for this unscholarly attitude may be to try and study such events very 
thoroughly and purely scientifically, replacing all emotion with the utmost factual 
accuracy, painting in the background with infinite detail and exhaustively research-
ing all political and material aspects. This is what the authors of the two books 
under review here have (almost) done — the one more than the other. 

The first section of War for the Throne describes why and how the kingdom 
slipped from the grasp of Richard II and Henry Bolingbroke was accepted as king. 
The complete absence of notes and references becomes obvious very soon, for 
example I would have liked to be able to have a further look at the source that 
describes the examination of Richard's remains in the nineteenth century, which 
is said to have shown that he did not die through violence. Also explained are the 
position of the Welsh within the kingdom, the rise of Owain Glyn Dwr, and the 
role of Henry 'Hotspur' Percy in the attempts to contain him, a role that also 
brought him into close contact with the Welsh leader. Some of Glyn Dwr's letters 
are quoted to good effect, but no source is given and it cannot be gleaned form 
the very select bibliography. The similarities and differences between the English, 
Scottish and Welsh armies are described, as are the Welsh victory over the English 
at Pilleth (or Bryn Glas) on 22 June 1402, which helped to maintain the momen-
tum of the revolt, and the English victory over the Scots at Homildon Hill on 14 
September of the same year, at which the earl of Douglas was taken prisoner. The 
controversy about who should get his ransom money drove King Henry, suffering 
from a permanent lack of finances, and the powerful Percys, who had helped him 
to the crown and expected more of him, further apart. 

Secret negotiations between the Percys, Glyn Dwr and the Mortimer family -
whose position and dreams need not be explained to readers of this journal — in 
the person of Sir Edmund Mortimer, Hotspur's brother-in-law, may have started 
in early 1403. Glyn Dwr's aims are also clear, while the Percys' goal was domination 
of the North. In July Hotspur came south with only a few men, but in Cheshire 
was able to rally remarkable support, partly by promising the return of Richard II, 
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partly thanks to his own military reputation; the careers and motives of a number 
of the men who joined him are given in detail. He was also joined by his uncle, 
the earl of Worcester, who managed to bring away almost half the men that the 
king's son, Henry, had been commanding in the campaign against the Welsh. 

King Henry was actually marching north with an army to assist the Percys 
against the Scots when he heard the first rumours of their rebellion in mid-July. 
He turned east towards Shrewsbury, where Prince Henry's remaining troops were. 
Many details of the ensuing battle are unclear: location, numbers of combatants, 
the place of possible mass graves, but all possibilities are discussed, as well as all 
that is known about the progress of the fighting itself, including the role of 
Hotspur's Cheshire archers and his own death, which decided the outcome. The 
story is rounded off by a fascinating — but very brief and unreferenced — descrip-
tion of the removal of an arrowhead from Prince Henry's face, the fate of various 
rebels, including the efforts at rebellion of Hotspur's father, the earl of 
Northumberland, and the continued success and eventual decline of Glyn Dwr, 
`Prince of Wales'. 

The rather familiar events are all there, together with eight maps, a chronology, 
eighteen good black and white photographs, a tiny glossary, a brief bibliography 
and a select index. The text is larded with the fashionable, brief, framed notes on 
various matters of detail, such as 'Shakespeare and history', 'Surgery' and 
`Bombards'. The book is not — and did not set out to be — the definitive, scholarly 
study on the subject, but is more like an extensive battlefield guide; the author has 
written on a wide range of military topics, mainly of the Civil War. 

Peter Hammond's Richard III and the Bosworth Campaign falls into a different 
category. It not only includes the latest developments in our knowledge of the 
battle, but it also extensively discusses the king himself, depicting him as a man 
with a mission: 'it does appear that his kingship had something of the nature of a 
crusade'(p. xv), that he felt he had a moral duty to rule, and rule justly. 
Consequently the whole of Richard III's reign is discussed, from the complexities 
of his taking of the throne to his preparations for the Tudor invasion, concentrating 
throughout on military aspects. This survey is clear, sensible and balanced, and 
leads naturally to the moment of Tudor's landing in Wales on 7 August 1485; it is 
followed by a chapter detailing his progress and his gathering of support. The 
description of the king's own efficient preparations ends with his camping for the 
night on 21 August (why should Holinshed's Anne Beame' hill not be just a garbled 
reference to Ambion Hill?). Nothing is new here but it is clear and well presented. 

The size of the royal, rebel and Stanley armies is discussed in more detail than 
in any previous study, and the case of the 'Buckinghamshire six' is used to good 
effect, followed by useful summaries on 'Equipment and weapons', 'Guns' (includ-
ing the latest finds of shot, but the king's known fascination with guns is not men-
tioned), 'Troop organisation and deployment', 'Heraldry', and 'Generalship'. For 
`The battle' all previous discussion and speculation seem to have been drawn 
together, for example on the rumours that the king did not sleep well and that no 
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divine service was held on the morning, and the new archaeological evidence is 
brought to bear in establishing the routes of approach and the position of the 
armies before and during the actual fighting. The case for the presence and impor-
tance of continental pikemen is made in passing, without much supporting argu-
ment except the most general. Moreover, even assuming that some of the 
francs-archers present were piquiers it still is unlikely that the king, who may have 
been dreaming of a continental campaign ever since he came to the throne and 
had enjoyed the services of Maximilian's famous mercenary captain Juan de 
Salazar, was not, at least in theory, aware of their tactics and prepared for them. 
Concerning the king's final epic charge and death again all theories are scrutinised, 
down to mentioning the two men who later claimed to have dealt the fatal blow. 
The last chapter briefly deals with Henry's actions after his triumph and their 
subtle timing, and the fate of Richard's closer supporters up to the battle of Stoke 
in 1487. 

Unlike the book discussed above, Hammond's study fortunately does have 
(short) notes, albeit at the end and of the kind that forces the reader to do the usual 
skipping and leafing through each time. There is a slightly longer bibliography 
and a slightly less select index — no doubt all requirements of the publisher, not 
the author. To Ricardians the material is only too familiar and I feel a certain 
embarrassment at rehearsing them. The greatest merits of this book are its efforts 
to draw all previous discussions together, rather summarily but in a manageable 
and sensible way, and at the same time introducing the latest archaeological evi-
dence as well as giving due place to sources such as Jean Molinet — who certainly 
does need further study and will no doubt receive it; his work and all other sources 
are briefly evaluated in Appendix I. The other appendices are dedicated to the 
king's commissions of array, the acts of attainder against him and his supporters 
(and interesting list) and the legends surrounding the battle and others. The illus-
trations consist of twenty-three good black and white photographs, some of them 
`original', six line drawings, and three maps. 

The author has dedicated his book to 'To all who fought at Bosworth Field, on 
whichever side they fought.' What! Even to the two-faced Stanleys and the French 
francs archers,' aussi poltrons que brutaux'(as cowardly as they were merciless), who 
had a particular reputation for plundering and raping and who had no business 
fighting on English soil! I would not have been so charitable ... 

LIVIA VISSER-FUCHS 
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SOLDIERS, NOBLES AND GENTLEMEN: Essays in Honour of Maurice 
Keen. Edited by Peter Coss and Christopher Tyreman. 2009. Boydell and Brewer, 
Woodbridge, £6o. 	 ISBN 978-1-84383-486-I 

These nineteen essays honour one of the outstanding British historians of the 
second half of the twentieth century. Maurice Keen turned chivalry into a serious 
topic of study. His work under that title is, as Peter Coss states in his introduction, 
`a masterpiece of historical writing' forming the basis of all subsequent research 
into the aristocratic code of conduct central to medieval noble society. It is ulti-
mately thanks to Keen that historians today take seriously the question of 
Richard's commitment to chivalric values as an important matter in seeking to 
understand the man. 

With the exception of two or three essays the contributors concentrate on the 
fourteenth and fifteenth century, looking at chivalry in practice, its cultural impact 
and political ramifications. Chivalry was an ethos based on war; it was first and 
foremost a code that justified fighting and killing. It did so by a fusion of the 
manly virtues of prowess and valour with courteous behaviour and Christian piety. 
The reason why it was so deeply embedded is because as a code of expected 
conduct it combined these three. Chivalry, Keen argued, did not exist before the 
word was used. Two essays look at the prehistory of the fully formed notion of 
chivalry at the end of the twelfth century. James Cameron examines the Anglo-
Saxon antecedents in concepts of nobility and practices of war. David Crouch, 
engaging with historical debates about the formation of chivalry, disentangles the 
two separate elements of courtliness and the practice of war, which came together 
during the twelfth century to form the explicit code of conduct, which contem-
poraries began to call chivalry. These lead nicely to an essay by Christopher 
Tyreman on Louis I, Duke of Bourbon, as a chivalric exemplar in the early four-
teenth century. 

Several focus on English manifestations of nobility and noble conduct. Adrian 
Ailes explores the phenomenon of royal grants of coats of arms from Edward III 
to Edward IV, marks of high royal favour in recognition of nobility. The role was 
taken over by the College of Arms, which Richard III patronised. Nigel Saul elu-
cidates the manner in which Trotton Church in Sussex was transformed in the late 
fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries through murals into a gallery displaying 
the nobility of its patrons, the Camoys family. The close alignment of chivalry and 
Chrisianity is also revealed in the three psalters of the Bohun family made in he 
mid-fourteenth century. They combine, Jeremy Catto argues, a high consciousness 
of Bohun exalted status and in the case of Mary Bohun a profound personal piety. 
Rowena Archer, discussing the books of a later and more modest gentleman, Sir 
Edmund Rede of Boarstal (d.1489), emphasises a similar obsession with status, 
lineage and personal devotion. 

Romances, treatises and books of conduct were central to the promotion of 
chivalry as a code of conduct. Rede owned a copy of Nicholas Upton's De studio 
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militari. Christopher Allmand assesses the value of the Strategemata of Sextus 
Julius Frontinus, popular in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries as a handbook 
on the conduct of war. This collection of exempla concentrated on tactics to get 
the better of your enemy. Craig Taylor addresses the question as to why in the late-
fourteenth and fifteenth century French authors produced numerous treatises on 
war, its conduct and impact whereas the English were content, until the middle 
of the fifteenth century to recycle Arthurian tales, romances and Vegetius as spurs 
to chivalric deeds. The answer lies in the fact that France suffered considerably 
more from the reality of chivalry in action. 

Several essays focus on chivalry in action. Jones in his examination of one cam-
paign conducted by Bernard de Guescilin in Acquitaine in 1376, overlooked by his 
biographer, shows just how effectively du Guescilin applied the lessons taught by 
Frontinus. Michael Prestwich, concentrates on the provisioning of castles in the 
early fourteenth century, vital if they were to withstand long sieges. He stresses the 
importance of the 'dead stores' that needed to be maintained in case of emergency. 
This leads one to wonder whether in late December 146o one reason why Richard 
of York sallied out of Sandal to meet his death was that his constable had neglected 
the dead store. Anne Curry examines another overlooked topic, the role of wives 
of soldiers, of all ranks, in the Hundred Years War, especially during the long occu-
pation of Normandy in the fifteenth century, both in the hey day of material 
success and their ultimate fate as refugees. Wives sometimes acted as spies. Juliet 
Barker reminds us that the English, who ruled Normandy, acquired lands there 
and sometimes married French wives, were a minority and depended on French 
acceptance. English control was never absolutely secure. All garrisoned towns were 
at risk of betrayal seemingly throughout the period of the conquest. 

Andrew Ayton considers the important issue of how the English royal host in 
the first half of the fourteenth century, composed of many individual companies 
and raised bands under many independent commanders, was forged into an army. 
It did so through the informal networks of the military communities in the local-
ities from which all soldiers were drawn. By serving together over many campaigns 
they were turned into an effective force. In a militarised society personal networks 
provided the framework for the development of a disciplined army. This image of 
the fourteenth century stands in contrast to the conclusions reached by Simon 
Payling in a study of the military and administrative service of twenty-six members 
of parliament who served in France in the reign of Henry VI. He confirms Keen's 
own judgement that a dwindling number were prepared to fight in France by the 
mid-fifteenth century. Taken together these two papers appear to reinforce the 
notion that English society was becoming demilitarised in the fifteenth century. 
Edmund Rede, Archer tells us, seems never to have worn his fine suit of armour 
in battle. 

Two essays look at the question of treason, which was not only political betrayal 
at the highest level, but also the ultimate chivalrous dishonour. Thus, as Matthew 
Strickland shows, new rituals of degradation were developed in Edward II's reign. 
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Peter Coss examines a treason trial in 1225 in which the rhetoric of both the pros-
ecution and defence focussed on the chivalric probity and honour of the accused. 
One rebellious subject over two centuries later who strenuously denied that he 
committed treason was Richard of York. Gerald Harriss takes him at his word, dis-
cussing his attempt as the king's loyal subject to cut the cost of Henry VI's house-
hold during his protectorates. He tried with only limited success to reduce the 
establishment to that appropriate to an enfeebled king, following the precedent 
of 1407. But ultimately the weakness of his position in 1455-56 led to failure. 

Finally, Malcolm Vale, in a delightful epilogue, traces the way in which a col-
lection of ewers from the household of Richard II found their way to the kingdom 
of the Asante in the nineteenth century, and considers their use and meaning in 
that context. The whole collection is topped and tailed by affectionate memoirs 
of students and colleagues as well as a bibliography by Mary Keen. The volume 
not only succeeds in demonstrating the centrality of Keen's work to the better 
understanding of later medieval noble society', but also reveals how vigorously it is 
being sustained. The emphasis is on the code of conduct to which Richard III was 
an heir, and in the context of which his career is to be understood. The only regret 
for this reviewer is that the editors did not find space to include anything that 
reflected Maurice Keen's youthful flirtation with the Matter of the Greenwood, 
for his contribution to historical scholarship has not been restricted to the nobility. 

A.J. POLLARD 

ARTHUR, PRINCE OF WALES: Life, Death and Commemoration. Edited by 
Steven Gunn and Linda Monckton. 2009. The Boydell Press, Woodbridge, £5o. 

ISBN 978-1-84383-480-9 

2009 marked a spate of publications, exhibitions and public events to mark the 
death of Henry VII, the accession of his son, Henry VIII, and generally to cele-
brate the beginnings of the Tudor dynasty. That most of the scholarly and public 
attention was focused upon Henry VIII is understandable, but this volume serves 
as a timely reminder that Henry acceded to the throne only because of the prema-
ture death of his elder brother, Arthur. Arthur has remained a shadowy figure, slip-
ping quietly into historical obscurity within years of his untimely death in 1502, 
partly due to the unfortunate marital legacy he left his brother, partly due to the 
dismissive attitude of Victorian scholars (most notably James Gairdner), and partly 
due to the fact that his lifetime (1486-1502) remains one of the most poorly under-
stood periods of British history. 

This volume, the first of its kind devoted entirely to Arthur, goes some way to 
addressing this imbalance. The short introductory essay, penned by the editors, 
and Steven Gunn's piece on Arthur's preparation for kingship offer a new frame-
work for understanding the first Tudor prince of Wales. What emerges is a picture 
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of a prince who stood on the cusp of a new era: humanist poets celebrated his 
birth, his education was exemplary of the latest learning and, once established at 
Ludlow on the Welsh Marches, Arthur set about learning the ropes of English gov-
ernment, applying a characteristically Tudor vigour and novelty in the process. 
Arthur, it seems, was a perfect prince for a 'New Monarchy'. Gunn's essay is a 
model of its kind, drawing together a disparate array of documentary sources to 
shed what light can be shed on Arthur's career, but sensibly stops short of 
indulging in counter-factual history and imagining what kind of king Arthur 
would have been. 

Arthur is probably best known as being the first husband of Katherine of 
Aragon, and Ian Arthurson's essay is a scholarly account of the marriage negotia-
tions and their diplomatic context. Arthurson concludes that perhaps the most 
significant contribution of this period of Renaissance diplomacy to European 
culture was the rise of portraiture. It is the surviving portraits of Arthur and 
Katherine that provide the subject of Frederick Hepburn's essay. The discussion 
of the three portraits of Arthur (one in stained glass, one part of a devotional piece 
showing the Tudor royal family, and the famous portrait now at Hever castle) 
points out that none are necessarily lifelike representations of the prince, but that 
early Tudor portraiture fulfilled a wide variety of functions both during and after 
the subject's lifetime. The importance of representation in early Tudor culture is 
also the subject of John Morgan-Guy's essay on the building and funerary monu-
ments of Arthur's Welsh servants. The profusion of Tudor iconography identified 
in lowland England was also evident across the border, from St David's cathedral 
to Sir Richard Pole's rood screen in Aberconwy church, and was testament to the 
enthusiasm with which Arthur was greeted in the principality. 

The remainder of the book, some two-thirds in fact, is concerned with Arthur's 
death, his funeral, and his tomb and chantry chapel in Worcester cathedral. Both 
Ralph Houlbrooke and Mark Duffy discuss, in their different ways, the funeral 
itself and what it meant. For Houlbrooke it was typical of its kind, comparable to 
other early-sixteenth century royal and magnates funerals in terms of cost and 
magnificence. Duffy, on the other hand, considers that both the funeral and 
Arthur's commemoration 'fell short of the honours that would be expected for a 
prince'. This may have been a combination of the plague (that had probably 
accounted for Arthur himself) and the sense of crisis that the prince's death 
injected into the Tudor polity. The remaining essays provide a detailed account of 
the archaeology, architecture and history of Arthur's rather under-stated tomb and 
his much more impressive chantry chapel in Worcester cathedral. Linda 
Monckton concludes that by the time the monks of Worcester had completed 
their work in 1516 Arthur was no longer the important royal resident of the cathe-
dral he had promised to be in 15oz. This accounts for the regional character of the 
design and explains why 'Arthur's chapel sits at the periphery of early Tudor mon-
uments, both geographically and architecturally' (p. 136). 

The final essay describes the re-enactment of Arthur's funeral at Worcester on 
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the 5ooth anniversary of his death in 1502. This was carefully researched 'Living 
History' at its best and provided a fascinating insight beyond the surviving docu-
mentary sources. Overall this is an excellent collection, rescuing Arthur from the 
historiographical oblivion in which he has languished for 500 years. The Friends 
of Worcester Cathedral are to be thanked for their generous support of the project 
that has allowed numerous black-and-white illustrations and eight pages of colour 
plates. Whether this will be the first and only scholarly book on Arthur remains 
to be seen, but the essays in this book certainly provides new avenues for thought 
and future research on Arthur himself and the development of early Tudor 
England more generally. 

DAVID GRUMMITT 

AN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL HISTORY OF LATER MEDIEVAL 
EUROPE, 1000-1500. Steven A. Epstein. 2009. Cambridge University Press, 
£17.99 (pbk). 	 ISBN 978—o-521-70653-7 

This short book covers Soo years of European economic and social history in 28o 
pages. Readers of this journal will be most interested in the last 200 years of that 
period, after what Professor Epstein calls the Great Hunger (the early fourteenth-
century famines) and the Big Death, as we must now apparently call the plague 
that arrived in western Europe in 1347. Except that, according to Epstein, here fol-
lowing S.K. Cohn, it cannot have been bubonic plague but some other unspecified 
disease. Hatcher's comment in a review of Cohn's book on The Black Death 
Transformed (zoo2), that if it wasn't bubonic plague then what else could it have 
been is very apposite here. No matter; chapters six to nine provide the reader with 
a good, short introduction to crisis and change in European economy and society 
in the late middle ages. Usefully, he considers not only depopulation, crippling 
and prolonged warfare, recession and bullion crises but technological advances, 
consumerism and extra-European exploration, as well as providing some interest-
ing fifteenth-century portraits, including almost inevitably snapshots of the Paston 
family, although he is rather hard on poor old Luca Pacioli, the mathematician, 
philosopher and expert on double-entry bookkeeping. The decision to pause in 
the 149os and to take stock of how Europe had changed and what was to come 
leads to some interesting conclusions, but make no mistake, this is an economic 
and social history of Europe as a whole and not just of England or even the British 
Isles. It is none the worse for that, for what do they know of England that only 
England know, as Kipling nearly wrote. Yet, whilst Professor Epstein's European 
history is impeccable, some of his material on England is dated and the reader 
should bear this in mind when using the useful bibliographies at the end of each 
chapter. 

J.L. BOLTON 

I00 



Book Reviews 

SIGNS AND SYMBOLS. Edited by John Cherry and Ann Payne. 2009. 
Proceedings of the zoo6 Harlaxton Symposium. Harlaxton Medieval Studies 
Volume XVIII. Shaun Tyas, Donington, £49.50. 	ISBN 1-900289-989 

This eighteenth volume of Harlaxton Medieval Studies publishes fifteen of the 
twenty-three papers presented at the zoo6 summer meeting, as well as Andrew 
Prescott's bibliography of publications by Janet Backhouse (1938-2004), in whose 
honour the symposium was held. The six pages of selected reviews from her oeuvre 
remind the reader of the significant contributions she made to the world of review-
ing. The symposium participants are all recognised in their fields, so the quality 
of the essays is predictably high. Individual papers range from the narrowly 
focused to magisterial summaries of extended research. 

Despite a topic as wide-ranging as 'signs and symbols', the papers fall into a 
number of well-defined groups, and the editors have assembled the contributions 
with some care. The collection opens with Mary Carruthers's theoretical essay on 
memory and images (`Thinking in images: the spatial and visual requirements of 
cognitions and recollection in medieval psychology'). It concludes with the 
posthumous publication of the paper delivered by the doyenne of misericord 
studies, Christa Grossinger (`Questioning signs and symbols'). Her thesis is salu-
tary: beware over-interpretation. A number of the papers cite Carruthers's work 
on the art of memory, but the one purely literary essay, 'Sign language: seeing 
things in Middle English Poems' by Phillipa Hardman, serves as a test case for 
thinking in images. Analysing a variety lyrics as well as Chaucer's Pardoner's Tale, 
Hardman argues that verbal prompts read correctly create mental pictures. 

The second two articles focus on specific objects. Adrian Ailes deals with a 
group of seals (Towerful impressions: symbols of office and authority on secular 
seals'), and Elizabeth Danbury with boxes and chests (`Security and safeguard: 
signs and symbols on boxes and chests'). Danbury's survey illuminates the pro-
duction of chests as well as archival practice. We learn, for example, that the Calais 
and Bruce chests were made from the same tree, and she illustrates a treaty chest 
with place names scratched on the lid (P13) as well as one with the original label 
affixed (PI 4). John Cherry (`La chantepleure: a symbol of mourning') focuses on 
an ingenious hydraulic oscillator known as a chantepleure, but he is less interested 
in it as object than as a symbol, so his essay is paired later with Pamela Tudor-
Craig's article on mortuary brasses (`Effigies with attitude'). 

The fourth essay is one of three without illustration. P.D.A. Harvey in 'Colour 
in medieval maps' cautions that black and white reproductions may conceal geo-
graphic information; in a way the non-illustration is a warning sign. The next three 
contributions are art-historical: Nigel Morgan's 'The monograms, arms and 
badges of the Virgin Mary in late medieval England'; Nicholas Roger's 'Dieu y voye: 
some ... instances of divine vision'; and Elizabeth New's 'Symbols of devotion and 
identity in the Shaftesbury Hours...'. Morgan, who has previously presented three 
papers at Harlaxton on Marian texts and images in the twelfth, thirteenth, and 
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fourteenth centuries, respectively, here turns his attention to Marian monograms 
in a variety of media. His magisterial survey is nicely complemented by New's 
study of the Shaftesbury Hours. The self-indulgent rebus created by the abbess 
Elizabeth Shelford, with her initials entwined against waves of water decorated 
with shells, contrasts markedly with the Virgin's simple MR (Maria Regina), some-
times surmounted with a crown (illustrated in colour on the dust jacket). 

Two articles deal tangentially with Masonic symbolism, Roger's essay on the eye 
as a symbol of divine wisdom, and Andrew Prescott's 'Inventing symbols and tra-
ditions: the case of the Stonemasons'. The Masonic All-Seeing Eye, according to 
Rogers, was borrowed from European iconographic tradition divested of 
Trinitarian symbolism. Prescott's descriptive essay (without illustration) compares 
and contrasts two related Middle English manuscripts dealing with the craft of 
masonry. In the eighteenth century the Grand Lodge of Freemasons owned one, 
British Library, Additional MS 23198, generally known as the Cooke manuscript. 
The text, which invents a history of the craft in order to support stonemason 
demands for a fair wage and the right to assemble, proved a congenial source for 
freemason mythology. 

Two articles stand out because of the authoritative range of supporting research. 
Alison Stones surveys a range of manuscript illustration of Estoire del saint Graal 
and the Queste del Saint Grail based on her work with Elspeth Kennedy on the 
Grail-Lancelot-Grail Project (`Signs and symbols in the Estoire del saint Graal and 
the Queste del Saint Grail. The paper is well served with twenty-four plates and 
one colour illustration on the dust jacket. Julian Luxford's taxonomy of the flush-
work on over 40o East Anglia churches is equally authoritative (`Symbolism in 
East Anglian flushwork'). He argues that the visual language peculiar to flushwork 
is more closely related to architecture than representational image. His ten pho-
tographs illustrate architectural and non-literal motifs as well as inscriptions. 

The volume is fulsomely illustrated by 124 black and white plates arranged 
alphabetically by author, not by essay (pp. x-xiv). The porch at Great 
Witchingham (Norfolk) is illustrated by both Morgan and Luxford for its Marian 
monograms, but Luxford's photograph includes the Annunciation in the span-
drels, so the duplication is warranted. Lucy Freeman Sandler's intriguingly entitled 
' Gone fishing. angling in the Fitzwilliam Bohun Psalter' is served by fourteen plates. 
John Cherry provides illustrations of four different chantepleures, as well as draw-
ings, including that of Villard d'Honnecourt. (The latter drawing can be studied 
in the facsimile edited by Carl E Barnes, The Portfolio of Villard de Honnecourt, A 
New Critical Edition and Color Facsimile, Ashgate, 2009, not cited by Cherry.) 

The index helpfully includes an entry for 'Signs and symbols', anchor to wyvern, 
and one for 'Saints' with five subsets for the Virgin Mary. Curiously, there is no 
entry for 'Manuscripts'. Some are entered by name, which works well enough for 
the `Ormesby Psalter', but what of manuscripts without familiar names? Others 
are cited by place with maddeningly vague reference, e.g., 'Bruges, gradual from', 
`Ghent, book of hours from'. Presumably, the editors judged the illustration list 
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with manuscript numbers sufficient citation. Thus Sidney Sussex MS 37 is cited 
there, but nowhere in the index. Such an editorial decision narrows the usefulness 
of the collection because references to manuscripts not reproduced cannot be 
retrieved from the index. This is my sole criticism, however, of an otherwise exem-
plary volume. 

ANN ELJENHOLM NICHOLS 

POLITICAL ELITES IN SOUTH-WEST ENGLAND, 1450-1500. R. E. 
Stansfield, 2009. Edwin Mellen Press, Lampeter, £84.95. 

ISBN 978-0-7734-4714—I 

There was a time, not so long ago, when county studies were at the forefront of 
research into late-medieval England and attracted the attentions of the leading 
scholars of the time. Times move on and such studies are now distinctly unfash-
ionable. Robert Stansfield's book is an attempt to breath new life into the field of 
local political history by taking as its subject not a single county but a region, that 
is the South-West, comprised of the counties of Cornwall, Devon, Dorset and 
Somerset. The author begins by arguing the case for such a regional approach in 
terms of geography, economy and culture. Stansfield is concerned with the 'polit-
ical elite' of this region, a group distinct from political society in its broadest sense 
and defined by its extensive land holding which, in turn, attracted royal patronage 
confirming their status and power in local society. The main body of the book con-
sists of five chronological chapters dealing with the last decade of Henry VI, the 
first reign of Edward IV, the Readeption, the second reign of Edward IV, Richard 
III, and the first fifteen years of Henry VII's reign. Stansfield identifies the main 
regional magnates and seeks to establish the networks and crown connexions 
through which they exercised their power. In turn, he argues, regional power lay 
with the Beaufort dukes of Somerset, and their clients Lords Stourton and 
Hungerford, Humphrey, Lord Stafford until his death in 1469, Lord Hastings, the 
Marquess of Dorset and the Wydevilles in the 147os, John, Lord Scrope of Bolton 
and Lord Dynham under Richard III, and, finally, John, Lord Cheyne, Sir Giles 
Daubeney and Lord Willoughby de Broke between 1485 and 1500. 

Unfortunately, while the intentions of this book are laudable, the execution is 
less than convincing. Early on the regional approach is largely abandoned as the 
author concedes that Devon and Cornwall and Somerset and Devon constituted 
bi-county blocks rather than a region in any meaningful sense. Indeed, the 
chronological chapters proceed to discuss each county in turn. More worrying 
than this is the incomplete research upon which the analysis is based. Although 
the archives of five local families have been used (albeit by reference to on-line cal-
endars), other important local collections (those of Lords Bonville of Shute or the 
municipal archives of Exeter, Barnstaple or Wells) have been ignored. Moreover, 
Stansfield's explorations among the Public Records seem to have been restricted 
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to the printed calendars of Chancery rolls and accounts of the Duchy of Cornwall. 
There is no evidence that the records of the royal law courts (often among the 
richest sources for historians of local political society in this period) have been con-
sulted, something even more puzzling given the oft-discussed lawlessness of the 
South-West. 

This leads Stansfield to an often-uncritical acceptance of much of the secondary 
literature and may explain some of the unfortunate factual errors that mar this 
book. Nowhere is this more apparent than in his reliance on Josiah Wedgwood's 
biographies of members of Parliament, for a long time recognised as a problematic 
work of scholarship. His methodology is also naïve: for instance, as in his quanti-
tive analysis of retaining and affinity. Dividing a nobleman's affinity into 'inner' 
and 'outer' circles depending on the number of mentions in deeds does little to 
illuminate the fundamentally different relationships that he had with his kinsman 
by marriage and with those lawyers who frequently assisted in his property trans-
actions. Stansfield's apparent obsession with quantifying the past is painfully 
evident in his 'Directory of the South-West Gentry', a series of tables and lists that 
fill the last third of the book. This is, in fact, a list of office-holders and MPs, in 
large part copied verbatim from Wedgwood, which makes no distinction between 
the gentry, merchants and lawyers. Errors abound: Courtenay, Edward (fL1478— 
92) and Courtenay, Sir Thomas (1455) are actually two later earls of Devon, a 
fact the author seems unaware of; while Sir Thomas Arundell of Tolverne (d.1443 
not 1445 as Stansfield has it) was not only a JP but also a knight of the shire and 
sheriff of both Cornwall and Devon. Stansfield ignores this apparently because his 
service fell outside the narrow chronological limits of the book. 

What conclusions are offered are therefore ill grounded and often mistaken. 
The choice of case studies used throughout the book (the lords Hungerford and 
the gentry families of Arundell of Lanherne and Edgcombe of Cotehele) distorts 
the analysis and other areas, such as the south-western rebellions of 1470 and the 
duke of Clarence's role in these, are ignored. It is odd, for example, to see the 
`Hungerford nexus' discussed as if it remained a constant of political alignment 
throughout the 147os while any remnants of loyalty to the comital family of 
Courtenay is ignored. Unfortunately this book reads like a mediocre PhD thesis, 
which is, in effect, what it is. The policy of the Edward Mellen press to offer pub-
lishing contracts in so undiscriminating a fashion has rather backfired on this occa-
sion and it must be wondered, in these cash-strapped times, how many libraries 
will consider the frankly ludicrous £84.95 price tag one worth paying. 

DAVID GRUMMITT 
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THE PLANTAGENETS. HISTORY OF A DYNASTY. J.S Hamilton. zoio. 
Continuum, London, £20. 	 ISBN 978-14411571-26 

The Plantagenets were the dynasty that took its name from the yellow broom 
(planta genesta) of Geoffrey, Count of Anjou, and included fourteen kings who 
ruled England in succession from 1154 to 1485. Richard III was the last but one of 
these. The very last Plantagenet was Clarence's son, Edward, Earl of Warwick (died 
1499). Those interested in Richard III must therefore be interested in a history of 
the Plantagenets. Or so one would think. But not this history. Professor 
Hamilton's book is part of a series that divides the English monarchies into chunks 
of convenient sizes. His Plantagenets begins not with the Angevin kings in 1154, 
but in 1216, when Henry III succeeded his father, King John. It ends with Richard 
II's deposition in 1399, with scarcely a glance at what follows. The Wars of the 
Roses and Richard III fall to some other author. This is nevertheless a well-written, 
well-read, often expert book that recounts the principal events of these reigns 
clearly and reliably, and is particularly strong on the character of the five kings it 
treats, especially perhaps Henry III. It is good a book (or perhaps a series) that is 
easy to categorise. Footnotes are used only to identify quotations: it follows there-
fore that one cannot tell from the references why Hamilton opines that Queen 
Isabella agreed to Philip of Valois' succession to the French crown ahead of her 
brother Charles IV's death in 1328 (p. 139) or why he thinks she may have suffered 
a miscarriage in 1330 (p. 140). Such details may come from other works in his bib-
liography, but probably not, since this scarcely contains any articles. When dis-
cussing Edward III's entail of the crown (pp. 179-80), Hamilton does not cite 
Bennett's article that is his ultimate source. His book is not therefore an authori-
tative work of history, although certainly well-worth a read. Many well-established 
myths are confirmed or refuted, like Edward I's nomination of his baby son (the 
future Edward II) as prince of Wales, and there are many interesting details about 
late medieval England, such as the refusal by Edward III's daughter, Isabella, of 
the husband proposed for her, and the sheer number of events that happened at 
Winchester in the 13zos. But the book tells us nothing about Richard III. 

MICHAEL HICKS 

RECORDING MEDIEVAL LIVES. Edited and introduced by Julia Boffey and 
Virginia Davis. 2009. Harlaxton Medieval Studies Volume XIV. Shaun Tyas, 
Donington, £49.50. 	 ISBN 1-900-289-955 

This collection of nineteen papers from the 2005 Harlaxton Symposium on 
recording medieval lives is a reviewer's nightmare. It is possible to be critical of 
them as a whole for not fulfilling their purpose, which is to prove K.B. McFarlane 
wrong. As the editors state in their all too brief preface, McFarlane argued that the 
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historian cannot honestly write biographical history. Given the nature of surviving 
records, human motives are hard to excavate, and the historian's province is rather 
`the growth of social organisations, of civilisation, of civilisation, of ideas'. In the 
hands of historians lesser than McFarlane, which means many of us, this can lead 
to some pretty dull stuff, to endless lists of retainers and tenants, to the minutiae 
of social connections and to considerations of political thought and political 
actions based on the assumption that so-and-so must have read such-and-such a 
text, but with no proof that he or she did and nothing other than subjective evi-
dence that the reader took any notice of what was written. 

To be fair, nothing in this collection is dull or badly written. It begins with 
Henry Summerson's highly entertaining and informative piece on 'Rethinking 
medieval people: the experience of the DNB'. It should be compulsory reading for 
anyone intending to use the biographies in the old DNB and the vastly-extended 
collection in the new Oxford  DNB. His comparisons between the two show the 
extent to which historical interpretation and access to and use of original sources 
have changed in the last hundred years, nearly always for the better. It is a fine 
piece of historiographical writing which whets the appetite for what follows. 

Unfortunately, what follows at first sight seems to prove McFarlane right. The 
collection is divided into four main sections: Collective Biography and Evidence; 
History, Biography and Autobiography; Wills; and Visual and Material 
Evidence; and concludes with another highly entertaining and informative piece 
by Shaun Tyas on how the historical novel has in the past presented historical 
lives and how it will continue to do so in the future. In the first section, on 
Collective Biography, Janet Burton considers the origins, lives and careers of 
nuns from two Yorkshire convents, Nun Appleton and Nun Monkton; David 
Lepine examines the lives of late medieval clergy below the ranks of the episco-
pate but above those of the parish priests; and Anne Sutton discusses the scribes 
and scriveners who worked for the Mercers' Company of London. The second 
section begins with Mishtooni Bose's account of what is almost a medieval DNB 
to be found in the works of Thomas Gascoigne, D.D., (1404-58), Chancellor of 
the University of Oxford and the James Lees Milne of his day. Gascoigne pro-
vides us with vignettes on William of Wykeham, Cardinal Beaufort, William 
Waynflete and Reginald Pecock, John Wyclif and Thomas Arundel, George 
Neville and Henry VI, as well as telling us much about his own career. This is 
followed by A.S.G. Edward's analysis of the only surviving verse chronicle of the 
deeds of a late-medieval family, the Percies; Christopher Fletcher then looks at 
the apparently inconstant youth of Charles VI of France, rather than that of 
Richard II of England; William Marx pursues medieval lives to be found in 
Middle-English prose version of The Brut; Susan Powell contrasts the daily life 
of the parish priest with the ideal to be found in John Mirk's Manuale Sacerdotis; 
and Pamela Robinson follows The Book of Margery Kempe to the Carthusian 
monastery of Mount Grace. 

The Wills (section three) are those of Thomas Salter, merchant and priest, 1558 
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(Caroline Barron); Ralph Woodford of Ashby Folville (Leics.), 1498 (Pamela 
King); and Lady Isabel Morley, 1467 (Carol Meale). Finally, Visual Evidence 
(section four) literally shows us, since there is a good collection of black and 
white photographs to accompany these studies, much about the life and 
marriages of Anne Harling of East Harling in Norfolk (David King); ordinary 
lives as seen through personal seal matrices (Richard Linenthal); the importance 
of biographical descriptions on monumental brasses (Nicholas Rogers); images 
of the writer in medieval English manuscripts (Pamela Tudor-Craig); and 
Richard of York, the man, as witnessed through his library of six books (Livia 
Visser-Fuchs). 

To comment in depth of each of these contributions would lead to a review 
almost as long as some modern biographies. The one that comes nearest to bring-
ing a medieval man to life is that by Susan Powell on John Mirk, where one 
becomes involved in the dialogue between the model priest in the Manuale 
Sacerdotis and the real parish priest, with his daily round of prayer, services and 
serving the needs of his parishioners and all his human failings. To single out one 
essay is invidious, however, since all suffer from the same problems of evidence. 
Wills, tombs and stained glass windows tell us as much about what the testator 
or patron wanted to say about themselves, their families and their social connec-
tions as they do about the realities of lives lived in the two centuries of political, 
social and religious turmoil between 1300 and 1500. The surviving and incomplete 
copy of The Book of Margery Kemp may have been sympathetically received by the 
monks of Mount Grace but it still leaves us wondering whether she was a vision-
ary or a fraud, whilst the doggerel verse chronicle of the Percy family certainly 
demonstrates how the writing of household history became revisionist history but 
it scarcely provides the basis for even-handed biography, particularly as it cheer-
fully shows the first earl to have been a serial traitor. However, each piece has 
something important to say, be it about scribes and scriveners, the wealth and 
standard of living of the higher clergy, how Thomas Gascoigne could at one and 
the same time be a waspish observer and a religious reformer with strong, if ortho-
dox, views on how the Church could be revived by better preaching, or about the 
extraordinary career of a successful and wealthy London salter who became a 
Carthusian priest , quarrelled with the Order or perhaps the prior of the London 
Charterhouse and lived out the rest of his life in much reduced circumstances. 
Valuable evidence is printed with the articles of Thomas Salter and Lady Isabel 
Morley and in every case the social, religious and political circumstances of the 
person or persons under consideration teased out well from the sparse written and 
visual evidence available. 

Herein lies the real strength of the book. McFarlane has not been proved wrong 
but what the authors have collectively and convincingly shown is that fifty-seven 
years later it is time to move on and make an attempt to put flesh on bones, using 
the much greater range of material now available to them and the growing and 
desirable collaboration between scholars from different disciplines. This collection 
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also shows us that whilst this will not always provide convincing biographies, the 
exercise is worthwhile. Mr McFarlane may well look down on his former pupil 
with considerable ire for saying this but then his cat, Bogo de Clare, did not like 
some of the reviewer's essays either. 

J.L. BOLTON 

THE PINNERS' AND WIRESELLERS' BOOK 1462-1511 Edited by Barbara 
Megson. 2009. London Record Society, Volume 44. £25 to non-members from 
The Secretary, London Record Society, PO Box 691, Exeter EXi 9PH 
<londonrecordsoc@btinternet.com>. 	 ISBN: 978-0-900952-44-9. 

This slim volume from the London Record Society is a modern English version 
of British Library manuscript Egerton 1142, the book of the Pinners' craft from 
1462 to 1497, and from then until 1511 of the Wiresellers, the merged craft of the 
Pinners and Wiredrawers. The main purpose of the book was to record the bien-
nial accounts of the wardens of the craft during this period but it also included, at 
the beginning, the Pinners' ordinances of 1356 and their 'charter' from Edward IV 
of 1463 and, at the end, the petition for the 1497 merger and the ordinances then 
granted. In addition as appendices Barbara Megson has calendared around thirty 
wills of pinners and wiresellers from 1395 to 1558, mostly from the London 
Commissary Court, and has given us a list of the names of wardens of the craft 
from 1356 to 1511. There is a very useful introduction setting the accounts in 
context of the history of the Pinners' craft. 
This is a particularly useful volume in that there has been no previously published 
study of the Pinners and few sets of accounts for the smaller crafts exist even in 
manuscript, though we have substantial volumes for large and prosperous trades 
like the Mercers and the Goldsmiths. The Pinners' craft was a lowly branch of the 
metal workers' trades, but the business related more closely to those in the clothing 
trades, tailors, mercers and haberdashers, for the main use for the pins, produced 
in huge quantities, was in securing clothing and particularly head-dresses. Princess 
Joan, daughter of Edward III, had 12,000 pins in her trousseau in 1348 and the 
Pinners' accounts record gifts of pins to the sisters of St James's Hospital in 
Westminster, 800 on one occasion and L000 on another. The registration of their 
ordinances in 1356 put the pinners in a position to regulate their own craft, to carry 
out searches to ensure the rules were being obeyed and to oblige pinners from 
outside the city to submit work for scrutiny and to pay to join the craft. But they 
remained a small and humble craft, of little influence in city affairs. The approach 
to Edward IV in 1462, soon after his accession, was as part of a group of small 

. traders, headed by the Cutlers, to protest against foreign imports flooding the 
market. The king's response was to ban imports and give the wardens power to 
search for and seize such merchandise. This may have prompted the Pinners to 
put their affairs in order by the formal recording of their privileges and accounts. 
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The accounts are as modest as the craft. The amounts going through them vary 
but are never large: in 1464-66, for example, the income and outgoings over a two 
year period were each between £5 and £6. Their main income was regular fees from 
members, but there were also entry fees, and fines for offences, for example not 
turning up for meetings or working after seven o'clock in the winter. Money went 
out on wages for the beadle, on paying the sheriff for searches, on the hire of a hall 
for meetings, for trental masses at Whitefriars, for maintaining lights at 
Elsyngspital and St James's Hospital and a considerable amount on candles. For, 
like other crafts, the Pinners' organisation was a religious one as well as the regu-
lating body for the craft. Wives and workmen could belong to the fraternity of St 
James: Barbara Megson estimates that there may have been around sixty people 
all told at the annual feast. Many fewer would be master craftsmen, perhaps 
sixteen in 1462, their most prosperous time. In the 1460s they had around £20 in 
hand, a sum eroded over the years by, among other things, the lease of a hall 
belonging to the Merchant Taylors in 1481, when much expenditure on materials 
for repairs begins to appear in the accounts. But they were also still struggling with 
foreign competition, for on the accession of Richard III they and the other small 
crafts renewed their petition, at a cost to the Pinners of nearly zos, for the banning 
of imports. By 1497 they could no longer maintain a viable organisation and peti-
tioned the mayor and aldermen (at a cost of over £4) to approve a merger with the 
Wiredrawers. The new association kept the hall but adopted St Clement for their 
fraternity, more common among the metal trades, which required a new banner 
for los and an image for 15s. The merger does not, however, seem to have solved 
all the problems: there was an early blow in the form of a very expensive law suit 
which had to be financed by a levy on all the members. The accounts become 
much less systematic after the merger and stop altogether in 1511. 
Outside events do not impinge much on these accounts. There is the regular boat 
hire to go to Westminster with the mayor and the sheriffs on their election: is 8d 
was spent on that in 1464-66. The Pinners participated with modest expenditure 
in the occasional royal event: zod each to two wardens to ride with Queen 
Elizabeth at her coronation in 1465, 31/2d for drinking at St Katherine's when 
Edward IV came up by water, and later 15s for five yards of cloth when the king 
came back from the north. A boat with four oars was hired for 3s 4d when King 
Richard came, after November 1483 but with no more exact date. 
Overall this is a very useful addition to our knowledge about the London crafts in 
a hitherto little explored area and Barbara Megson has done us a service in giving 
us insight into the affairs of one of the minor crafts of London. 

ANN BOWTELL 
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THE WARS OF THE ROSES. Michael Hicks. 2010. Yale University Press, New 
Haven and London, £25. 	 ISBN 978-0-300-11423-2 

Surely Michael Hicks is the most prolific of contemporary historians of the 
fifteenth century. Now, having dealt with Edward IV, Edward V, Richard III, 
George, Duke of Clarence and Warwick the Kingmaker, he deploys his consider-
able knowledge and insight to survey the Wars of the Roses. With the newcomer 
to the subject in mind, he provides a narrative of the long-drawn out sequence of 
civil unrest, rebellion and battles from popular upheaval in 145o to the last flick-
erings of intrigue in Henry VIII's reign. He identifies three successive wars, of dif-
ferent characters, which lasted seventy five years. The first two, which began in 
1459 and were over by 5471, were about how to secure the restoration of good gov-
ernment and became dynastic; the third, which gave its name to all of them, was 
triggered by Richard III's usurpation of the throne in 1483, and was purely dynastic 
in nature. This was the message stressed by Henry VII in defending his throne. It 
could be said that he invented the idea of the Wars of the Roses so that he could 
take the credit for ending them (which in fact he did not). In effect Hicks offers 
us a new interpretation of two distinct and different periods of civil war, separated 
by twelve years, which have been misleadingly run into one by historians. The 
third war, owed little to what had gone before and resulted primarily from new 
causes. The book concentrates on these wars; it does not consider Edward TV's 
reign as such. 

Hicks is keen to explain why the second half of the fifteenth century was so 
favourable to civil war and to explore the underlying conditions that encouraged 
noblemen to overthrow successive governments by force. In this respect he rightly 
stresses the economic and social context, especially the deep and extended reces-
sion through which England was passing and the financial crisis that was crippling 
the crown. Recession made it possible for noble dissidents to champion popular 
discontent both before and after 1461. Aristocratic rebellion and popular uprising 
were entwined until economic recovery began after 1471. A sharp contrast is drawn 
between the first two wars in which the people were involved and the third in 
which they were not. 

Whereas many recent historians have found the origins principally in Henry 
VI's abdication of responsibility, Hicks confirms what one or two have argued for 
some time, that any king would have faced immense difficulty ruling England suc-
cessfully in the 145os. He might have gone further in this respect by considering 
the way in which the government of the realm had become more complex and the 
demands on a king greater since the middle of the fourteenth century, as has been 
argued by Harriss, Kaeuper, Ormrod, Griffiths and Gillingham. One reason why 
the later fifteenth century might have been more prone to civil war could have 
been that the capacity of royal government was stretched to breaking point by the 
combined impact of recession and disaster abroad. 

As it is Hicks challenges the prominent view that Henry VI was an inane cipher, 
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uninterested in the affairs of state, presenting us instead with an active peace-
loving king who sought to rule by persuasion and compromise rather than by coer-
cion and confrontation. He was actively ruling in 1456-6o: Margaret of Anjou did 
not play a leading political role until after the king fell into Yorkist hands in 146o. 
The she-wolf image was entirely Yorkist invention. Henry VI failed, he proposes, 
not because he did not try to solve the problems besetting his kingdom, but 
because appeasement didn't work. The real problem was Richard of York, a man 
who was convinced that only he had the capacity to rule the kingdom effectively, 
that if he took any course of action it was thereby legitimate, and that therefore he 
could not commit treason. One is reminded of Richard Nixon: if the President 
did it, it was legal. The intransigence of York led to civil war, not the well-meaning 
incompetence of Henry VI. It comes down in the end to personalities. The inter-
pretation is attractive, but the evidence is insufficient for anything to be definitive. 
This is the fun of writing the 145os. 

When it comes to Richard III, who was a chip off the old block, Hicks sticks to 
his familiar guns. When Edward IV died there seemed to be nothing to impede a 
peaceful transition of power to his son. There were factions at court, but he had 
managed them. However there was an immediate Woodville coup d'etat 
(attempted certainly) which created instability, but it did not threaten Gloucester 
himself. Yet the coup revealed the Woodvilles as a self-interested and power-
hungry clique. Gloucester at once exploited the opportunity to seize first control 
of the minority and then the throne for himself. He did so by force and without 
right, or consent. His usurpation of the throne, and usurpation it was, ushered in 
a four-year period of renewed civil war. Within a short time, justifiably he implies, 
most contemporaries represented Richard III as faithless, treacherous, murderous 
and hypocritical. Just as the intransigence of Richard of York led to the first war, 
so the ambition of his son Richard of Gloucester led to the third. 'In recent years 
(he) has been extraordinarily fortunate to find hordes of modern partisans who 
have bestowed credibility on his case, which four centuries of historians found 
unworthy of serious consideration'. That's that then. 

The narrative bowls along, going over the familiar ground. Hicks likes to iron 
out differences of interpretation and dismiss with a wave of hand those with which 
he disagrees. He has adopted the device of quoting anonymously and extensively 
from historians who have gone before, whether to endorse, or more frequently, 
dissent. This sets up a nice game for those quoted. Do they recognise their own 
words? For those wanting to play, the endnotes give the answers. There is, however, 
very little reasoned debate with those who have a view he rejects. This allows him 
to keep his narrative and interpretation going, but could leave the less well- 
informed reader in the dark about alternative interpretations. It is a shame that 
there is not more engagement with alternative perceptions and views. The book 
is a refreshing and stimulating challenge to current orthodoxy about what hap-
pened in the 145os. There lies its greatest strength. No future historian will be able 
ignore his representations of Henry VI, Margaret of Anjou and Richard of York. 
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But the question of why the late-fifteenth century was so prone to civil war is only 
partly answered. 

A.J. POLLARD 

THE ARTILLERY OF THE DUKES OF BURGUNDY, 1363-1477. Robert 
Douglas Smith and Kelly DeVries. 2005. Armour and Weapons Series. Boydell 
and Brewer, Woodbridge, iso. 	 ISBN 1-184383-1627 

From the mid-fourteenth century until the death in battle of the last duke Charles 
in 1477, the Burgundian dynasty was the wonder of the age. Wealthy and generally 
well-governed, its rulers were in the forefront of cultural achievement and also 
extremely modern in their attention to new technologies. One of these was the 
development of gunpowder artillery weapons from the ascension of first Valois 
duke in the 13605, with increasing investment and fervour throughout the suc-
ceeding reigns. Charles the Bold spent hugely on weapons of war although it was 
literally to be the death of him. The combination of careful government and an 
investment in artillery meant that in 1895 Joseph Gamier was able to edit a useful 
guide to the topic and there is also a fair smattering of surviving examples of 
weapons of various sizes and bores. The study of documentation and analysis of 
the guns forms the last third of the book under review, supported by half-a-dozen 
appendices on types, numbers and the transport of the dukes' artillery. 

The first half of the book is devoted initially to an overall history of gunpowder 
weapons in the fourteenth and fifteenth century followed by a study of the military 
careers of the four dukes. Quite reasonably, Charles' reign receives the most atten-
tion in this regard. The problem with all this concentration on artillery, though, 
is that it often failed to deliver the strategic effect required by the commander in 
the field. The year-long siege of Neuss in 1474-75 is the key example in this respect. 
It is true that artillery was capable of having a deleterious effect upon the morale 
of an enemy on the battlefield, but it could not yet deliver decisive victory. It was 
not as significant as in Napoleonic times, although sometimes historians have 
rather regarded it as if it were. Not so the two authors of this carefully argued and 
well-produced volume. Anyone with an interest in warfare in the century covered 
will find much to educate and enthral them in this book. 

MATTHEW BENNETT 
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MONASTERIES AND SOCIETY IN THE BRITISH ISLES IN THE 
LATER MIDDLE AGES. Edited by Janet Burton and Karen Stober. 2008. The 
Boydell Press, Woodbridge, £50. 	 ISBN 978-1-84383-386-4 

This collection of fifteen essays represents the proceedings of a colloquium held 
at Gregynog Hall, Powys, in April 2005, on the relations of late medieval monas-
teries with the secular world. All the contributors address this theme within the 
context of the current revisionism which argues for a continuing vibrancy of the 
monastic ideal in the later middle ages by contrast to older presumptions of decline 
and decay. Although English monasticism is the subject of most of the essays, 
Wales, Scotland, Ireland and, for comparative purposes, Poland, are also covered. 

Prefaced by a brief, summarising introduction, the essays are grouped into six 
sections. Karen Stober opens the 'Meeting of the Worlds' section with a broad 
essay on the Welsh monastic experience, which differed from English monasticism 
in two notable respects. Firstly, only two orders prospered in Wales: the 
Cistercians, for geographical reasons, and the Augustinian canons, whose pastoral 
emphasis enabled them to take over, in effect, the ancient clas churches. Secondly, 
the late medieval noble patrons of these monastic houses were chiefly English and 
largely absentee, and they understandably focused their attentions on their foun-
dations in England. A consequence of the general absence of a Welsh aristocracy 
was that late medieval abbots became the major patrons of the bards, whose poems 
of praise illuminate the increasingly secular lifestyles of these great lords, especially 
at the large Cistercian houses of Valle Crucis and Strata Florida. 

Julie Kerr's contribution on Cistercian hospitality argues that the order as a 
whole placed a particular emphasis on the generous treatment of visitors. Her essay 
explores both the strict code for the housing and feeding of guests, prescribed in 
the Cistercian customary, and its practical application, drawing upon both archival 
sources and contemporary comment in England, Scotland and Wales. Guests 
included as diverse company as abbots travelling to Citeaux, merchant traders, pil-
grims seeking miracle-working relics, soldiers and secular rulers. Abbots offered 
increasingly lavish hospitality to their guests as the middle ages wore on, the loss 
of which was eulogised by post-Dissolution commentators. The advantages and 
drawbacks of founding Cistercian houses in unpopulated wilderness areas is the 
subject of Emilia Jamroziak's essay, comparing the experiences of monasteries in 
the border areas between Scotland and England with their counterparts in 
Pomerania, on the frontier between what is now Germany and Poland. Whereas 
such foundations offered ambitious secular leaders opportunities for building 
power bases in times of relative peace, the houses themselves suffered greatly 
during periods of strife, as seen particularly in war-torn Pomerania in the four-
teenth century. 

Martin Heale uses the comprehensive data provided in volumes two and three 
of The Heads of Religious Houses in England and Wales to analyse elections of heads 
of English monastic houses. Concentrating on external appointments (in non- 
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exempt orders) as a means of measuring outside interference, he finds, perhaps 
surprisingly, that between 1272 and 1485 few heads were external appointees, the 
two exceptions being (t) struggling Augustinian male houses, where the outside 
candidates were usually inserted through episcopal intervention, and (2) natu-
ralised alien priories, where lay farmers probably exerted influence. Between 1485 
and 1535, however, external appointments and royal intervention became increas-
ingly common, escalating especially under the influence of Cardinal Wolsey. 
Indeed, a job market for 'serial abbots' was created, comparable to that for eccle-
siastical benefices. These findings augment other evidence of increased govern-
mental interference in church affairs in this period and have important 
ramifications for our understanding of the Dissolution. 

With the next three essays the focus shifts to patrons and benefactors. Colman 
Clabaigh provides a wealth of information about the Fitzgerald family's patron-

age of the convent of Observant Franciscans at Adare (founded in 1464), drawing 
upon an unusually full narrative account and an analysis of their standing build-
ings. Much more than a case study, this essay traces the support of both the Anglo-
Irish and Gaelic ruling elite for this reformed order, who were also popular on the 
continent, but curiously of little consequence in England. Based chiefly upon its 
extant cartulary, Andrew Abram's examination of the benefactors of the 
Augustinian priory of Wombridge in Shropshire brings out the tightly-knit and 
reciprocal relations of this small house with its gentry benefactors and neighbours, 
from its twelfth-century foundation to its dissolution in 1536. Abram argues for 
the priory's continued success up to 1536, despite its low numbers and modest 
endowment. The patronage section concludes with Michael Hicks's essay on the 
economic reasons for the severe decline — indeed, virtual cessation — of English 
monastic foundations in the later middle ages. He attributes it to a combination 
of five factors: increases in clerical wages (specifically, of chantry priests), a steep 
rise in the capital value of land, high building costs, a general fall in landed income 
and expensive royal licences to alienate property in mortmain. 

Two essays follow on female communities. In 'Looking for Medieval Nuns', 
Janet Burton demonstrates that one can discover a considerable amount about the 
lives of individual nuns in the north of England, even if survivals from the houses' 
archives themselves are scant, by consulting episcopal registers, visitation and 
ecclesiastical court records, and testamentary wills. Kimm Perkins-Curran writes 
on the religious and secular roles played by late medieval prioresses in Scotland, 
the most interesting being the espionage that they undertook for the English 
armies in the borderlands in the 153os, switching sides when expedient, as attested 
by epistolary evidence. A brief exploration of tomb effigies of prioresses is also 
noteworthy, exposing, as it does, the lack of a comparable study in England. The 
essay would have benefited, however, from some editorial revision. 

`Monasteries and Education' is the title of the next section. James Clark begins 
with a general essay on the provision of education by monasteries in the late 
medieval period. It increased from the late thirteenth century onwards, as a 
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response to new liturgical burdens and in order to exploit the (fee-paying) laity's 
growing demand for education. Clark argues, however, that this greater provision 
was also fuelled by 'fundamental changes in monastic attitudes to learning itself' 
(p. 149) which had been influenced by new educational standards set by secular 
and parochial clergy. The increasing secularization of the cloister is also the theme 
of archaeologist Glyn Coppack's fascinating study of the Carthusians. Their geo-
graphical isolation and ascetic lifestyle was much admired by the laity, but 
Coppack uses archaeological and documentary evidence (primarily from 
Mountgrace) to demonstrate, paradoxically, their growing engagement with the 
lay world. They expanded their churches to accommodate lay burials, composed 
and copied devotional texts in English for the laity on a large scale, and offered 
considerable hospitality — and even printed indulgences — to religious tourists. 

We turn then to the friars with two essays on 'Urban Space'. Jens Rohrkasten 
investigates the relations of Franciscan friars with lay society by surveying the 
order's internal legislation governing their interaction with lay patrons and society 
generally. Sheila Sweetinburgh then offers a case study of the Austin friars in 
Canterbury and their negotiation of urban space with the city's powerful monastic 
institutions, civic authorities and laity. Of particular interest is the use parish fra-
ternities and craft guilds made of the friars' substantial buildings as meeting venues 
in the late fifteenth and early sixteenth century. 

The final section offers two regional studies. Nicholas Orme presents an 
informative and balanced summary of the monastic experience in Cornwall, culled 
from his survey of Cornish ecclesiastical history for the Victoria County History. 
Full of marvellous detail, it argues successfully for both 'mediocrity' and 'merit'. 
The collection ends with Claire Cross's engrossing study of the monastic commu-
nity at Roche Abbey, a Cistercian house in South Yorkshire, both before and after 
its dissolution in 1536. Employing rare narrative sources, she is able to trace the 
subsequent careers of the monks as well as gauge their local influence and lay atti-
tudes towards the house's dissolution. 

All in all this is a fine collection. The volume has a useful index of monasteries 
mentioned in the text in addition to the general index; it will be of interest to 
monastic specialists and late medieval historians alike. 

MAUREEN JURKOWSKI 

DEATH AND THE NOBLE BODY IN MEDIEVAL ENGLAND. Danielle 
Westerhoff. 2008. The Boydell Press, Woodbridge, £50.00. 

ISBN 978-1-84383-416-8. 

This fascinating book is not for the squeamish. It sets out to investigate the con-
nection between 'embodied personhood' and aristocratic identity, specifically 
through attitudes to death and the disposal of the material cadaver (pp. 5-6), 
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focusing on the male aristocracy in the later thirteenth and early fourteenth cen-
turies. The trajectory of the ensuing investigation leads the reader, in details both 
statistically supported and descriptively graphic, through explorations of heart 
burials and other forms of multiple burial, mos teutonicus — the boiling of the 
corpse in order to strip it of flesh to leave the incorruptible skeleton for transporta-
tion to the chosen resting place — to considerations of the symbolism of the exe-
cution and dismemberment of formerly noble traitors. 

It opens with a consideration of the distinction between the unstable rotting 
body, with its potential to pollute all it comes in contact with, and the stable skele-
ton, safe to handle once putrefaction is complete, contrasting death as a process 
of transition with death as a state. It sets alongside this an exploration of how the 
treatment of the noble death was designed to deal with anxieties about exclusion, 
from society and from memory; a correlative of the exiles of excommunication 
and damnation. Everything surrounding the noble death was designed to efface 
the probable suffering that had led up to it and to impose orderliness upon the 
event. At the core of the first chapter is a very effective iconographic analysis of the 
image of The Three Living and the Three Dead from the De Lisle Psalter as 'a pro-
found and confrontational exchange ... from doubt to resignation and back to 
doubt', emphasizing how little even the honour group could exert influence upon 
their fate in the face of death. The leaky cadaver was both proleptic of inevitable 
loss of self control and a metaphor for loss of moral restraint. This is a subject 
returned to in the final two chapters where the mutilations to which traitors such 
as William Wallace and Simon Fraser were subjected as part of their elaborate and 
public executions were devised less to increase actual suffering — quartering took 
place after decapitation — than as 'social indicators of shame and dishonour' (p. 
It6). Moreover the incontinence impelled by the slow asphyxiation of hanging was 
a graphic indicator of the loss of bodily control which signified a loss of nobility 
and which was stigmatized in bodily death. Commentators can be seen to con-
struct accounts of the behaviour of the mortal remains of aristocratic individuals 
as signifiers of received ideas of what constituted moral good and its opposite: the 
incorrupt corpse, whether the miraculous effect of saintliness, or ensured by mos 
teutonicus or embalming, was set against the horrors of putrefaction. The cadaver 
offered both a real material threat to the living and stood as a metaphor that 'ren-
dered visible the state of the soul' (p. 3z). 

The second chapter draws on the work of David Crouch to consider more nar-
rowly what constituted nobility. The ensuing discussion returns to focus on issues 
of control. The knight is depicted as a man representing an ideal that is both phys-
ically strong and heterosexually active, an ideal that inheres in the material body 
and is concentrated particularly on the heart as the seat of the soul and the noblest 
physiological feature. The special status of the heart, enshrined in funerary prac-
tice, is further explored in the third chapter. Here the reader is rather overburdened 
by the factual details of the lives — and deaths — of individual magnates presented 
as case studies, particularly Henry III's younger brother, Richard Earl of Cornwall 
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but the main point of the discussion is well made: the place and the manner of the 
disposal of remains are equally important. The author also effectively demonstrates 
how heart burials, unlike the dismemberment of the shamed, were not viewed as 
violating the integrity of the noble body after death but as allowing for nuanced 
gestures of religious patronage. The importance of the trappings of the noble 
death, from the presence of the horse at the funeral, to the presentation of knights 
in effigies which reveal the muscularity of the fit, battle-ready body — a variant on 
the "two bodies" idea formerly explored in relation to royal funerary practice by 
Ernst Kantorowicz — are all set out alongside considerations of fashions for burial 
in the houses of particular religious orders, and, for example the trade-off between 
a simple slab avoiding 'trip hazards' (p. 68) near the high altar, with a more elab-
orate monument in a less prominent location. 

These ideas are explored further when attention is turned to the social and spir-
itual considerations that governed multiple burial. This third chapter is where the 
reader is treated to details of embalming techniques, as well as to the theories of 
the organization of the bodily organs. The heart was fetishised as the most organ-
ized bodily organ, whereas the entrails were considered very disorganized and in 
England were often disposed of peremptorily shortly after death, in contrast with 
France, where 'bowels in a bag' (p. 84) tombs are much commoner. While the tab-
ulated evidence relating to heart and visceral burials lends concrete support to the 
discussion, it is perhaps to be regretted that the consideration of the relationship 
between fashions for heart burials in the houses of the mendicant orders, and the 
vogue for individual spirituality in the period, is not developed further. The book's 
abiding focus is, however, the material noble self in its physical environment, 
rather than the spiritual self. Its strength lies in its comprehensive demonstration 
of how the unruliness of the cadaver was perceived to expose the limitations of 
even the most regulated and elevated in society, and the means by which the nobil-
ity devised rituals surrounding death in their attempt to mitigate, or to exploit, 
the physical properties of the corpse and the process of decay. 

PAMELA M. KING 

EDWARD IV AND THE WARS OF THE ROSES. David Santiuste. zoio. Pen 
and Sword, Barnsley, £19.99 (hbk). 	 ISBN 978-1-84415-930-7. 

The kingship of the first Yorkist monarch of England has long aroused some con-
troversy (albeit, perhaps, less vigorously so than that of his brother), captured 
probably most succinctly by Keith Dockray in the title of his article 'Edward IV: 
playboy or politician?', published in the pages of this journal in 1995. Within this 
debate, historians have disagreed, inter alia, over the king's qualities as a military 
leader. To the military historian Alfred Burne, writing in the late 1940s, Edward 
IV was 'the greatest general of his age'. A quarter of a century later, Charles Ross 
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was more circumspect, pointing to the limited part played by tactical leadership 
in several of the Yorkist victories of the 146os and 1470s. 

The question of Edward IV's qualities as a military commander lies at the heart 
of David Santiuste's new book, 'not', as he is at pains to point out, 'a conventional 
biography'. The book nevertheless starts conventionally enough, with Edward's 
birth at Rouen in 1442, and over the course of the six following chapters works its 
way through key phases of its subject's career, grouped under a succession of (not 
always entirely transparent) dates and places. Thus, 'Calais, November 1459' takes 
the reader from the Yorkist lords' flight from Ludlow castle in the early hours of 
13 October 1459 to Edward's proclamation as king on 4 March 1461, while 
`Reading, September 1464' takes the narrative from Edward's marriage to Elizabeth 
Woodville on I May of that year to Edward's flight to the Low Countries in the 
autumn of 1470. 

In keeping with the book's title, the seventh chapter closes the main narrative 
with Edward's triumphal entry into London after the battle of Tewkesbury in late 
May 1471. Yet, in a discussion of the king's generalship it is surely odd to relegate 
the final twelve years of the monarch's twenty-three year reign to an epilogue of 
just six pages? These were, after all, the years of Edward's two foreign wars, against 
France in 1475 and against Scotland in 1481-82. Is it possible that the evidence of 
these events sits uneasily with the picture created by the young king's campaigns? 
This is a well-written and -researched book. Santiuste's readable prose is pleasingly 
free from factual or typographical errors, and his use of new archaeological evi-
dence, such as that derived from the recent excavations on the Towton battlefield, 
is valuable. The author displays a personal familiarity with many of the battlefields 
he discusses, which adds considerably to the lucidity of his account. Not all will, 
however, agree with his conclusions. In placing greater emphasis on Edward's own 
contribution to his military successes, Santiuste needs to play down the contribu-
tion made by others, above that of Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick, in the early 
years of the reign. This, certainly, sits uneasily with some contemporary evidence, 
not least with the continental view of Warwick's part in the new regime. Moreover, 
if the author's declared aim is 'to understand Edward as a commander' by also 
understanding 'Edward as a man', greater weight surely needs to be given to what 
the king's conduct in the second half of his reign can tell us about his character? 
Are there in the Edward IV of the 146os no traces of the later man dedicated to 
good living and disinclined to personal campaigning? 

Santiuste's work is nevertheless a valuable and thought-provoking addition to 
the canon, which ought to become required reading for anyone interested in the 
reign of the first Yorkist monarch. 

HANNES KLEINEKE 

118 



Book Reviews 

OCCASIONS FOR WRITING: Essays on Medieval and Renaissance 
Literature, Politics and Society. John Scattergood. 2010. Four Courts Press, 
Dublin, Ireland, £5o.00. 	 ISBN 978-1-84682-179-0. 

The eclecticism of this volume, spanning as it does the medieval and renaissance 
world from the twelfth-century court of Champagne to the sixteenth-century 
Henrician court in England, is bound to offer something of interest to any poten-
tial reader. The book — the fourth in a series of collected essays by the author -
contains twelve chapters, five of which (1, 4, 5, 7 and 9) have been written espe-
cially for inclusion here, whilst chapter z is a much longer version of its published 
predecessor. The book has been divided into two, uneven, parts, the first (chapters 
1-3) describe 'Movements', the remainder being devoted to specific incidents. In 
one way this division is an artificial one, for the incidents highlighted provide a 
springboard, for example in the case of chapter 9, 'A muted triumph: French pris-
oners at Whitby in 1451', for a detailed discussion of contemporary Anglo-French 
relations over some years, originating in the analysis of an indifferently composed 
poem on the storm which drove nine French warships into the northern harbour, 
and which survives uniquely in a codex in the library of Trinity College Dublin 
(MS 516). Similarly, the final chapter, on 'John Leland's Itinerary and the identity 
of England', which chronicles the socio- and geopolitical changes occasioned as 
much by the passage of time as by Henry NIA's dissolution of the monasteries, 
provides an interesting counterbalance to the opening one, which taps into the 
current vogue for defining nationality: 'Redeeming English: language and national 
identity in the later middle ages'. Both are concerned with temporality and the 
development of a distinctively English culture and this is a theme which (in a non-
chauvinistic sense) unites the seemingly disparate contents of the volume. Indeed, 
the final words on Leland, and of the book, 'he emerges as one of the great chron-
iclers of change', could be used to describe Scattergood himself. 

His explication of the title chosen for the book is both contingent — he was 
invited to give papers at conferences, or to contribute to other volumes — and gen-
erated by more general concerns about class (for instance when it came to the ques-
tion of love, and who it was appropriate to form a relationship with, discussion 
ranges from the dictats of the French Andreas Capellanus in 1174 to the early Tudor 
play of Fulgens and Lucrece in England, chapter 2); or time, as in the third chapter 
on the development of the mechanical clock, 'Writing the clock: the reconstruction 
of time in the late middle ages' where the implications of more precise timekeeping 
are explored through the experiences of different members of society. It is this 
concern with the political, in its broadest definition, that characterises Occasions 
for Writing. Chapter 4, 'Elegy for a dangerous man: Piers of Bermingham (1308)', 
deals directly with the harsh, indeed barbarous, realities of Anglo-Irish life, as this 
poem glorifies Piers' brutal treatment of members of the Irish nobility, invited to 
his castle, then slain and beheaded, their heads being sent to Dublin in order that 
Piers might claim his bounty money. This is a poem which has been the subject of 
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much critical debate, but the subtly nuanced reading advanced here, a reading in 
which the author is not complicit, says much about the bigotry and cruelty of 
which some, at least, of the Anglo-Irish may justly be accused. 

The following chapter, on Piers Plowman C. XIII, on the 'advantages of poverty 
in the search for salvation' (paw) as articulated in a debate between a messenger 
and a merchant, both users of the notoriously unsafe road system, is contextualised 
by comparison with other medieval outlaw stories, and reportage of actual events 
(the Paston family, as ever, contributing valuable evidence of individual experi-
ence). The range of material drawn upon here is quite startling: from the opening, 
with a lengthy quotation from Piers, through Anglo-Norman romance and the 
`elegant' poem, The Outlaw's Song of Trailbaston (p. 12o), preserved in the early 
fourteenth-century manuscript London, British Library 2253, to the more popular 
rhymes of Robin Hood, all leading to the conclusion that 'Outlaw stories are par-
adigms of change and movement' (p.122). 

The analysis which follows, on what is considered to be Chaucer's last work, 
the brief lyric The Complaint to his Purse, is more precisely focused on the dating 
of this one poem. Scattergood suggests that Chaucer demonstrates that life in 
cities, in his case London, can be ruinously expensive, hence the line, addressed to 
his purse, 'Out of this toune helpe me thurgh your myght' (1. 17). In this reading, 
it is economic change (and Chaucer's lack of funds at this time) which is privileged 
over the strictly political, although the point is strongly made that social mobility, 
and hence migration into London, follows on from a changing economic pattern. 
Contemporary religion is the next target, which takes as its starting point the 
Lollard uprising of 1414, and the life and eventual downfall of Sir John Oldcastle, 
taken in the context of literary responses, primarily that of Thomas Hoccleve, to 
Oldcastle's supposedly heretical career. If this essay concerns domestic politics, that 
following, on the Libelle of Englyshe Polycye, written from a mercantile perspective, 
deals with foreign policy and the protection of the seas, through the maintenance 
of a strong naval presence. The chauvinism of this text and its explicit, and vulgar, 
insulting of the Flemings, is impossible to ignore and is, from a twenty-first 
century standpoint, deeply offensive, however competently written. 

One of the most admirable features of this book, however, is its breadth of ref-
erence. From lyric to propagandist text, from treaty to religious journeying along 
with Langland's Piers Plowman, the tone is assured and persuasive. Tudor drama, 
and Skelton's satire on the 'minions" expulsion from Henry VIII's court extends 
the range of literary criticism, as does the commentary on Sir Thomas Wyatt's 
curial experiences as explicated in his Epistolary Satires. Throughout the volume, 
and in the essays dealing with these last-mentioned topics, there is a solid grasp of 
the historical and political circumstances which promoted literary composition. 
Occasions for Writing is a challenging read, but one which faithfully exemplifies the 
medieval ethos of reading being for both profit and pleasure. 

CAROL M. MEALE 
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THE MAKING OF POLITIES. EUROPE, 1300-1500. John Watts. 2009. 
Cambridge University Press. £45 (hbk); £17.99 (pbk). 

ISBN: 978-0-52179-664-4 

It's been a long time (more than three decades) since English-speaking students of 
medieval Europe have been treated to a new introductory survey. This work rights 
that wrong in splendid fashion, offering an overview of the major developments 
in the structures of government and emerging political cultures of Europe in the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. The study ranges widely from Scandinavia to 
the Iberian Peninsula and from England to Poland. Watts analyses the emerging 
polities of Europe, not through the lens of dynastic war or princely personalities, 
but by examining the structures of government and power. He keeps shy of the 
word 'state' preferring the Aristotelian term 'polity' instead, denoting an essential 
mutuality of government. Chief among these structures was language and an 
increasingly complex and subtle lexicon which described the limits of princely 
authority and the bounded the possible in the negotiation between rulers and 
ruled over the forms of these new polities. As we have come to expect from this 
author, his argument is thoroughly theorised: the introduction expertly sum-
marises the existing historiography and then demolishes the three 'Grand 
Narratives' (social and economic crisis, war and disorder, and the rise of the state) 
upon which much of this is based. Watts argues that by 1300 European states were 
already framed in legal and jurisdictional terms which allowed the evolution of a 
discourse of politics which defined their polities not only in terms of power (of 
princes over subjects, town magistrates over townsmen or general Church councils 
over national churches) but also in terms of responsibility and reciprocity. This 
was most obviously made manifest in developing systems of public finance but 
also in increasingly complex urban constitutions and in the provision of justice. 
Watts argues that by the end of the fifteenth century this had led to the emergence 
of a cregnal paradigm' for the governance of European polities, 'a meaningful, and 
positive, trajectory ... a continuous process of governmental and political growth' 
(p. 420). This was marked by a growing awareness of notions of commonalty 
within these polities (the res publics or 'common wealth') and the development of 
what we might term 'statecraft' among rulers and their counsellors in their rela-
tions with other political entities. 

This is a welcome volume indeed and one cannot help but be mightily 
impressed by the author's erudition and command of the secondary literature. This 
is mainly in English, but also includes forty-two titles in French, two in Spanish, 
one in German and one in French. If there is one omission it might be a longer 
discussion of the impact of the Black Death, surely a pivotal event but one which 
attracts only a handful of mentions (and most of them in the introductory 
chapter). Nit-pickers among us (and those whose historical geography is remiss) 
might lament the inclusion of only two maps. Students might also struggle at 
times to find out 'what actually happened' as the narratives are necessarily con- 
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densed (even in a book that runs to almost 500 pages), but this is an immensely 
important book that sets out a new synthesis of late medieval politics and political 
culture. 

DAVID GRUMMITT 

THE BISHOPRIC OF DURHAM IN THE LATE MIDDLE AGES. 
Lordship, Community and the Cult of St Cuthbert. Christian D. Liddy. 2008. 
The Boydell Press, Woodbridge, £5o. 	 ISBN 978-1-84383-377-2  

Anyone who is considering writing about almost any aspect of the medieval 
history of the bishopric or county of Durham is faced by two serious obstacles. In 
the first place, there exists already a substantial body of books and articles by a suc-
cession of gifted scholars — most notably G.T. Lapsley's The County Palatine of 
Durham: A Study in Constitutional History (two), but also more recent works such 
as R.B. Dobson's Durham Priory, zoo —145o (1973). In the second place, contradic-
torily, there is a woeful lack of unprinted medieval source materials, beyond what 
remains in the archives of the bishopric and the cathedral priory. The surviving 
family and estate records of the nobility and gentry are negligible; most of the 
papers of the Neville family (dominant in fourteenth and especially fifteenth-
century county Durham) have been lost, and wills survive only in small numbers. 
A manorial regime operated in the southern and eastern parts of the area, but vir-
tually no manorial records are extant. 

That Christian Liddy has been able to produce such a valuable study of the 
bishopric area (that is, the lands between the rivers Tyne and Tees) is thus a 
triumph of archival research and the imaginative use of alternative sources (such 
as proofs of age, inquisitions post mortem and peace bonds). He has also mastered 
the existing historiography, so that he is able to set his own interpretations clearly 
beside and apart from those of his predecessors. Lapsley, indeed, has been the grit 
that has enabled him to build up some of his pearls. 

His aim is to see how the bishopric functioned, as both episcopal regime (he tends 
to avoid using the words 'palatine' and `regalian', even though these descriptors are 
inescapable for defining the basis of the bishops' authority) and as a community of 
gentry and lesser landholders. His focus is on the interests that both sides shared, as 
beneficiaries of the liberties that had long been attached, since before the Norman 
Conquest, to the body and Church of St Cuthbert. The greatest of these privileges 
might seem to us to have been exemption from taxation (by either crown or bish-
opric), but he persuasively argues that what mattered most was ultimately the sense 
of identity given by the saint to the region between Tyne and Tees. The interplay -
tense at times, as in 1433 - that he draws out as having been ever-present between 
the bishop, prior and laity is skilfully and sensitively mapped out, and very largely 
convincing. The bishops of Durham were well able to take up the defence of the lib-
erties of their Church from the moment that they were installed in office, for all that 
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they were crown appointees; and he makes a powerful case for the gentry families of 
the bishopric being equally well able to recognise and live within a similar range of 
levels of loyalty, whether as actual members of noble affinities (such as to the 
Nevilles) or as mere 'well-wishers'. Here, he has made good use of what he refers to 
as an analysis of some 700 deeds or charters that he has put together. Perforce, too, 
in such a poor county, he takes his analysis lower down the social and financial scale, 
to the level of lords of nominal 'manors' with incomes of, say, £5 a year or less. 

The reader's complaints will be few; the greatest will perhaps be that it only 
gradually becomes apparent that the book's timescale is limited to the years from 
c. 1330 or c. 1345 to the 1430s, brought down to the 145os in an Epilogue. Nor is 
the author really concerned to bring his dramatis personae to life: he is no more 
attracted to the works on the palatinate by Robert Surtees and James Raine 
(`detailed family histories ... embedded within a parochial framework that 
inevitably precluded the development of a more thematic and synthetic approach 
to the subject') than he is to the search for the tensions inherent in the 'lineage' 
society portrayed in the 1970s by Mervyn James. Fine and mature work of schol-
arship as this is, it is very much one of a rather pure and austere form of political 
history, analysed through such prisms as office-holding and affinity to lordships. 

NIGEL RAMSAY 

DAUGHTERS OF ARTEMIS: The Huntress in the Middle Ages and 
Renaissance. Richard Almond. 2009. D.S. Brewer, part of Boydell and Brewer, 
Woodbridge, £45. 	 ISBN 978-1-84384-202-6 

In contrast to the generally accepted view that hunting was primarily a male activ-
ity, Richard Almond aims to show how women of every social class played differ-
ent, but vital, roles in the capture of game and fish. He draws on a wide range of 
written and pictorial evidence, including marginal and bas de page illustrations of 
late medieval manuscripts, such as psalters and books of hours which illustrate 
women catching birds and trapping rabbits 

The book begins with a discussion of the role of female goddesses — Artemis 
and Diana — as patrons of the hunt during the Greek and Roman periods. These 
cults were then revived and celebrated with the rebirth of classical knowledge 
during the Renaissance. Aristocratic women, moreover, learnt the skills of hawking 
as an integral part of their education. From at least the early thirteenth century 
there is evidence that royal, noble and some gentry women mastered the art of fal-
conry, and hawked alongside or independently of their menfolk. Most were prob-
ably taught by men, but Almond raises the possibility that some women may have 
been taught by their mothers. A few royal women seem to have hunted with 
hounds as well. Queen Isabella, the wife of the English king, Edward II owned 
eight greyhounds as well as several hawks. 
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At the heart of the book Almond expounds his main thesis that hunting was a 
common, everyday activity fulfilling many different functions and moreover an 
activity that was of great use to the common folk. Most importantly it helped to 
protect field crops from predators like foxes or birds. In addition the dead quarry 
provided needed protein when food was in short supply as well as raw materials 
for domestic and industrial use. Furs hides and skins could either be processed into 
leather, or used as covering. Antlers, horns, teeth and bones were turned into 
objects such as knife handles and combs or ground up into medicines that were 
much in demand for treating ailments like stomach ills and suspected poisoning. 
Women's role in all these activities, however, was primarily that of an able assistant. 
Women, for example, sold the manufactured goods, served as receivers of poached 
venison, or cooked the game, they may have even set snares and lures, but, except 
for fowl, they did not usually kill what they had caught. 

The book ends with a discussion of how hunting fitted in with the theological 
teaching of late medieval society. Whereas the church categorised hunting as a foolish 
vanity and warned that the pleasure derived from a successful chase could easily lead 
the hunter into the sin of pride, or even worse into lustful acts, the hunters insisted 
that hunting would make them into a better men by protecting them from the sin 
of idleness. Although women are sometimes depicted as hunters of men and a few 
Renaissance courtiers are shown fondling their lovers, in general, in manuscript illus-
trations, women appear as the passive admirers of male prowess, their eyes modestly 
downcast. In this way the illustrations reinforce the gender roles of their time. 

The colour prints are excellent. When Almond engages in a detailed analysis of 
a particular illustration, pointing out the various layers of symbolism and iconog-
raphy, it is easy to follow, as well as illuminating. The value of the book will obvi-
ously vary according to the intellectual background of the reader. Those well 
versed in art history and medieval literature will find different things to admire 
than the social historian. 

For social historians, however, it is a very important book, showing how it 
might have been possible for ordinary people, 'the commonalty' to survive during 
harsh economic times. Although the evidence is not conclusive, and its very nature 
makes any kind of quantification impossible, Almond does make a convincing 
case that hunting in its various manifestations, including fishing, did provide sig-
nificant additional material resources. He is less successful, however, in elucidating 
the particular role that common women played alongside their aristocratic sisters, 
since the evidence is so amorphous. While recognizing that both peasants and 
townswomen, under the legal rules of `coverture', had little freedom of action, he 
does not discuss whether they willingly acquiesced in their subordination. I cannot 
help wondering how many were content to fulfil the role of able assistant, and how 
many longed for or actually played a more active role. 

MAVIS MATE 
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FOOD IN MEDIEVAL ENGLAND: Diet and Nutrition. Edited by C. M. 
Woolgar, D. Sergeantson, and T. Waldron. 2006. Oxford University Press, Oxford, 
£82.00. 	 ISBN 0-19-927349-9. 

This collection of papers examines medieval English diet and nutrition through 
the lenses of historians, archaeologists, and scientists. They draw together the 
current state of knowledge concerning eating patterns, general nutrition, and the 
consequences of these on health and life expectancy in England from the fifth 
century to C. 1540. The period before the Norman Conquest is considered prima-
rily from archaeological evidence, while the post-Conquest papers are able to draw 
on an increasingly rich array of documentary sources as well, especially the detailed 
financial accounts of institutions and large households which survive in consider-
able numbers from the thirteenth century until about 1430. Although the focus is 
on England, some of the papers also take note of wider European developments. 
The first twelve chapters are a survey of foodstuffs. Following the editors' 
Introduction, three papers focus on later medieval field crops and garden produce. 
David Stone looks at documentary evidence for the consumption of grain, and 
challenges Bruce Campbell's calculations that around 1300, when England's 
medieval population peaked, the country's grain output could not have supported 
more than 4-4.25 million people. Stone argues that peasant yields were probably 
significantly higher than the demesne yields on which Campbell based his esti-
mates, and could have supported a population of nearly 5.5 million. Christopher 
Dyer notes that, although garden produce is often scantily recorded in medieval 
records, gardens were ubiquitous. He argues that their output of vegetables, herbs, 
fruit, and honey played a significant role in the diets of all classes, and was espe-
cially important to households with little or no arable land. Lisa Moffett presents 
archaeological evidence that townspeople ate the products of their own garden 
plots as well as market produce. She lists the food plants, fruits, and nuts whose 
remains have been found at a selection of sites, and provides a clear and detailed 
description of the grains for which there is archaeological evidence of cultivation 
in medieval England. 

Chapters Five to Eight examine meat, dairy products, and fish. Naomi Sykes 
surveys animal bone from more than 300 archaeological assemblages from the fifth 
to the sixteenth century and finds that beef and mutton were the dominant meats 
in both rural and urban sites throughout this period. As early as the seventh 
century, however, elite consumers varied their diet with pork, poultry, fish, and 
game. From the mid twelfth century, high-status sites also show a rise in the con-
sumption of juvenile animals and in the use of dripping pans, suggesting an 
increasing elite demand for tender, basted, spit-roasted meat. Umberto Albarella 
reports that pork consumption in England, while always exceeded by beef, prob-
ably peaked in the Saxon period, and declined relative to mutton consumption 
after io66, when the new Norman aristocracy reduced the amount of woodland 
available for fattening pigs in the autumn. In many regions pig-keeping shifted to 
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stalls or yards, which enabled breeding to be more closely controlled and resulted 
eventually in the development of distinct breeds. Christopher Woolgar's survey of 
meat and dairy products in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries notes that 
detailed tax assessments of several communities in the years around 130o recorded 
wide variations in stocks of preserved meat and live animals. Woolgar uses house-
hold accounts to track the seasonal consumption of meat and offal and to calculate 
the varieties and quantities of meat served to different echelons of household 
members, and he reports that in the fifteenth century pork came to be largely 
rejected by many great households as 'peasant food' in favour of beef and mutton. 
Woolgar also notes that, although milk products were consumed by all classes of 
society, they are only modestly represented in household accounts in the thirteenth 
and fourteenth centuries, perhaps because supplies drawn from home farms 
were not recorded. However, dairy consumption in great households increased 
markedly in the fifteenth century (when many estates shifted from arable to pas-
toral husbandry). In a collaborative overview of fish consumption, Woolgar and 
Dale Serjeantson write that large quantities of herring first appear on archaeolog-
ical sites in northwest Europe in the sixth or seventh century, while in England, 
herring fishery apparently began in the estuaries of the east and southeast by the 
eighth to tenth century. From the twelfth century in coastal regions, towns, great 
households, and religious houses, cod was the dominant fish, followed by herring, 
whiting and (in some places) flatfish, mainly flounder and plaice, but many vari-
eties of marine fish, shellfish, crustaceans, and cetaceans were consumed, especially 
in great households. However, there is little archaeological or documentary evi-
dence for much consumption of large marine fish in inland villages throughout 
the medieval period. Archaeology reveals some broad regional differences in fish 
consumption: cod was dominant in eastern towns, hake in the southwest, and 
quantities of conger eel were eaten in the south, while northern England was sup-
plied by stockfish (dried cod or other large, white-fleshed fish) from northern 
Europe and Iceland. Although marine fish always predominated, a variety of fresh-
water and migratory fish were also eaten, especially salmon, eels, pike, lampreys, 
and lamperns. Following the Conquest, many wealthy households and religious 
houses constructed fishponds to ensure a regular supply of fresh fish, but their con-
tribution to diet was minimal. The kitchen accounts of monasteries and other 
institutions suggest that meat consumption began to outstrip fish from the 137os 
on, and Renaissance dietaries began to warn against the consumption of freshwater 
fish on medical grounds. 

Chapters Nine to Twelve focus on birds, hunting, and game animals. Dale 
Serjeantson's survey of archaeological evidence for the consumption of birds finds 
that chickens and geese evidently were not eaten in England before the Roman 
period, and that there is little evidence of the eating of wildfowl before the early 
Middle Ages. Subsequently, however, most birds except raptors and scavengers 
were eaten, and chickens and geese were widely kept, for their eggs and feathers 
as well as for meat. Dovecots for the keeping of pigeons begin to appear in the 
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eleventh or twelfth century; remains of peafowl have been found at a scattering of 
high-status sites, towns, and religious houses; and swan bones have been found on 
many sites; but there is scant archaeological evidence of the keeping of domestic 
ducks. In wealthy households and towns the numbers of birds consumed, espe-
cially wild birds, rose in the later medieval period, as did the consumption of 
young chickens and geese. David Stone's assessment of the related documentary 
evidence corroborates these results and also traces some seasonal patterns in bird 
consumption. Large households typically maintained their own flocks of geese 
until the early to mid fourteenth century, when they began purchasing many geese 
as well as other poultry and eggs, often from local peasants. Naomi Sykes examines 
more than 200 archaeological assemblages from the fifth to the mid fourteenth 
century for evidence of post-Conquest changes in hunting, game, and game con-
sumption. She finds little evidence of game consumption before the late Boos, 
when it began to increase at all types of site except rural settlements, reflecting the 
establishment of hunting preserves by large landowners and the rise of towns. The 
differentiation in game consumption between high- and low-status sites became 
especially pronounced in the century following the Conquest, evidently reflecting 
the economic and legal changes imposed by the Norman regime. In contrast to 
France and Germany, wild boars were rarely consumed in medieval England, espe-
cially after the twelfth century. Red deer predominated over roe deer in bone 
assemblages from rural sites of all periods. However, assemblages from high-status 
sites before the Conquest, and from religious houses from the seventh to the mid 
twelfth century, were dominated by the smaller roe deer, and this was also the case 
in Continental religious houses. Thereafter in England there was a shift at these 
sites from roe deer to red deer, perhaps reflecting Norman changes in the hunting 
landscape, from the enclosed woodland parks of the Late Saxon period to open 
moor, heath, and field in which red deer form herds but roe deer disperse. The 
Normans did, however, create numerous deer parks, perhaps to enclose the exotic 
fallow deer, which they introduced from Sicily along with elaborate Sicilian rituals 
of skinning and butchering. Sykes concludes that the Norman aristocracy con-
sciously used the restriction of access to wild resources and their new hunting prac-
tices and terminology to demonstrate their control over the subjugated English. 
Jean Birrell examines documentary evidence from 1250 to 1400 for the manage-
ment of hunting preserves and their contribution to diet. Birrell estimates that it 
was common to take about ten per cent of a herd in any one year, and concludes 
that most deer must have been hunted by servants. The direct and indirect costs 
of venison consumption were very high, since they required the maintenance and 
stocking of parks and preserves, the employment of hunt servants and other staff, 
and the purchase and maintenance of hounds and horses, together with the costs 
of salt, storage casks, and transport for venison that was sent elsewhere. 

The last six papers (Chapters 13 to 18) are broad surveys of diet and nutrition 
from documentary, archaeological, and scientific evidence. Christopher Woolgar's 
account of group diets in late medieval England, not surprisingly, sees religious 
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observance as the dominant influence, one common result of which was general 
abstinence from meat about half the days of the year. During Lent, eggs and dairy 
produce were also forbidden, and additional abstentions and fasts were practiced 
by many in hopes of spiritual benefit. The various religious orders and houses had 
their own dietary regimens, ranging from austere to indulgent. In institutions and 
great households the foods and drinks served were commonly graded by rank, and 
the content and preparation of meals eaten by the elite was also influenced by 
humoural dietetic theory. Christopher Dyer examines seasonal dietary fluctuations 
among all classes. For example, even wealthy households that could serve fresh fish 
and seafood in lieu of meat and poultry on fast days encountered seasonal fluctu-
ations in the varieties available, which are reflected in household accounts. Poor 
households, however, were more deeply affected, since they had few reserves to 
tide them through seasons of scarcity and high prices. Barbara Harvey's study of 
monastic pittances — the extra dishes and drinks that, by the tenth century, regu-
larly supplemented the austere menu recommended in the Benedictine Rule -
reveals that even meat, which the Rule had forbidden to all but the sick, was being 
consumed in religious houses by the late twelfth century. Harvey argues that pit-
tances were the monastic response to rising standards of living among the laity, 
and contributed to a competitive atmosphere in which well-endowed houses used 
them to lure recruits. However, Harvey also sees more devout aspects of the 
monastic meal finding imitation in the secular world. Gundula Muldner and 
Michael Richards explore medieval diet and foodways through the analysis of 
stable isotopes of carbon and nitrogen in bone collagen. The isotopic signature 
reflects such dietary factors as the relative consumption of foods derived from land 
or sea, amounts of protein consumed in the ten to thirty years before death, certain 
cereals, and the proportions of plant and animal protein. Stable isotope analysis 
has seldom been used in medieval archaeology, but one exception is Wharram 
Percy, where skeletal analysis revealed that children were fully weaned by the age 
of two, and that the diet of the adult population resembled that of prehistoric 
British populations in its basis on plants (probably cereals) and animal protein 
(meat or dairy), and its virtual lack of marine foods. Miildner and Richards' own 
analysis of skeletons from three sites (the rural hospital of St Giles by Brompton 
Bridge near Richmond, bones of friars and wealthy townsfolk from the church of 
the Austin Friars, Warrington, and of men who fell at the battle of Towton in 1461) 
reveals that, in contrast to Wharram Percy all three groups had had a diet rich in 
protein from pork and/or fish (including eels). Phillipp Schofield surveys the lit-
erature on the relationship between nutrition and mortality. He cites recent studies 
by Bruce Campbell and Christopher Dyer that suggest an average daily caloric 
intake from grain of around 1,5oo to 2,000 kcal between io66 and 1375, and Dyer's 
-findings of a post-Plague rise of protein in the peasant diet. Schofield concludes 
with a discussion of why the English population nevertheless remained stagnant 
for a century and a half after the Black Death. In the final paper, Tony Waldron 
looks at osteological evidence of nutrition. Skeletons from three cemeteries suggest 
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that the mean heights of men (169-171 cm) and women (158-161 cm) were remark-
ably stable between 95o and 1850. A major difficulty in correlating height with 
nutrition, however, is that skeletal growth is dominated by two periods of accel-
eration: between birth and age two, and again during puberty. Height largely 
reflects genetic heritage plus nutrition during those two critical periods. Waldron 
puzzles over why skeletons from the Black Death cemetery at the Old Mint in 
London unexpectedly showed no difference in mean height between those pre-
sumed to have been infants or adolescents during the Great Famine and those born 
subsequently. However, in two nearby groups of male skeletons from the post-
Plague abbey of St Mary Graces, the mean heights fit a more conventional pattern: 
those buried within the church, presumed to be monks or high-status lay bene-
factors, were 4 cm taller than those buried in the lay cemetery, who were presumed 
to be of lower status. Although some researchers have attempted to use skeletal 
evidence to calculate body weight and identify dietary deficiencies and tubercu-
losis, Waldron warns that the methodologies have proved problematic or the 
testing inadequate, and the results are at present untrustworthy. However, he notes 
that two skeletal conditions are probable indicators of adult obesity: osteoarthritis 
of the knee and hands, and formation of new bone along the spine, especially 
along the right side of the thoracic vertebrae (diffuse idiopathic skeletal hyperos-
tosis, or 'DISH). Waldron ends by conjecturing that lead poisoning could have 
been a common cause of medieval morbidity. Since lead produces a dense white 
line at the growing ends of the long bones, he recommends a radiological survey 
of skeletons of medieval children to assess their lead exposure, and believes that 
those found to have the 'lead line' are likely to have died from lead poisoning. 

In their Conclusion, the editors draw together and help to clarify some of the 
main strands of evidence and arguments in the papers. For example, England's rise 
in population and urbanization between about moo and 1300 prompted an expan-
sion of cereal cultivation at the expense of animal husbandry. Nevertheless, food 
in England became increasingly diverse in the eleventh century as a result of the 
Norman Conquest and the rise of large-scale marine fisheries, and again in the fif-
teenth century as part of the post-Plague rise in living standards. Although the 
desire for spiritual benefits led many laypeople to imitate monastic dietary regimes, 
which discouraged meat consumption, beef dominated in elite households in the 
Saxon period, and (in an unexplained contradiction to the findings of Sykes and 
Albarella) beef and pork in the eleventh to the thirteenth century. In the late 
medieval period, pork consumption declined in elite households, where the upper 
echelon ate more light meats and birds, and the servants ate large amounts of beef 
and mutton. Great households also ate quantities of fish, fine bread and ale, and 
imported wine, but their consumption of fruit, vegetables, and dairy produce is 
poorly documented. There is only modest evidence for regional variations in diet, 
but England's diet, while broadly similar to that of northwest Europe in general, 
included less pork, and Britain's large sheep population was unique in northern 
Europe. 
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The editors also introduce some significant observations that do not find dis-
cussion in the papers. They write, for example that for the first time since the fall 
of the western Roman empire there is evidence of a European-wide elite cuisine, 
probably deriving from the southern and eastern Mediterranean, and marked by 
the use of imported spices, strong flavours, and thin, acidic sauces. They also assert 
that in the post-Plague period, England contrasted with the Continent in the 
robustness of its food supply, consistently producing enough grain and meat to 
avoid famine and serious shortages, though not price fluctuations. They also cite 
bone evidence in declaring that in at least the two centuries before the Black 
Death, when cereal production was expanding at the expense of animal husbandry, 
animals became progressively smaller; and that in the post-Plague period, with the 
shift from arable to pastoral husbandry, animal size began to increase once more. 
While it would have been useful if such important points had been examined in 
the papers instead of appearing only in the Conclusion, this stimulating collection 
is a valuable multidisciplinary contribution to the literature on foodways, diets, 
and eating practices in medieval England. 

MARTHA CARLIN 

RICHARD III. David Hipshon. 2011. Routledge Historical Biographies, Taylor 
and Francis, Abingdon, .£15.99 (pbk), £6o (hbk). 

ISBN 978-0-415-46280-8 (hbk); 978-0-415-46281-5 (pbk) 

This book is not a conventional biography of Richard III. Rather it is a brief 
history of the Wars of the Roses with special emphasis on the career of Richard as 
duke and king. 

The early chapters, though titled after Richard, such as 'The Son of York: 1452-- 
1461', take the reader through the background and action of the civil war with just 
guest appearances by Richard at the appropriate times — Ludford Bridge, exile to 
the Low Countries, etc. It is not until page ninety-one of the 248—page narrative, 
that Richard takes centre stage in 'Lord of the North: 1471-1483'. The 'usurpation' 
is dealt with as a separate chapter and the reign itself is broken down into 
`Buckingham's Rebellion', 'Governing the Realm' and the 'Politics of Kingship'. 
This last chapter is useful. It demonstrates the changing power structures by exam-
ining the nobility, lesser and great, the gentry and then the royal servants which 
became such a feature of Tudor rule. The final chapter examines Richard's posthu-
mous reputation, and whilst this was covered in great detail in Jeremy Potter's 
book, Good King Richard, that work is twenty-eight years old so we are now 
brought up to date with a review of the later books and articles. Endnotes, further 
reading and an index, which is not detailed, together with a chronology, two 
genealogical charts and seven black and white illustrations complete the book. 
Unfortunately on one of the charts the line of descent for the children of Edward 
IV has been placed under John, Earl of Lincoln, and the caption for the reproduc- 
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Lion of the Jean de Waurin presentation of his chronicles states the figure second 
left is the earliest likeness of Richard. Anne Sutton and Livia Visser-Fuchs demol-
ished this widely held belief in their 1999 article in The Antiquaries Journal 
`Richard III and the Knave of Cards'. 

Like Hipshon's Richard III and the Death of Chivalry, this book is for the main 
part a tertiary work, although he does draw on printed primary sources, particu-
larly Crowland and Mancini. This is not a criticism but an observation although 
there are pitfalls to this approach. Hipshon sometimes makes a statement, which 
we could take as fact such as Elizabeth Woodville was 'low born' but a few pages 
later he acknowledges her mother as 'a great French princess'. There are a few state-
ments that give concern, such as Richard leading the vanguard at Tewkesbury 
because his 'conduct at Barnet recommended [him] for such an important military 
command' rather than Richard reprising his role at Barnet. In an endnote, dealing 
with the dispensation issue, Hipshon writes that the Cardinal Archbishop of 
Canterbury married Richard and Anne. As we do not know when or where they 
were married, it follows that we do not know who married them. 

However, what does appeal about this book is Hipshon successfully taking an 
impartial view of Richard. Many writers aspire to be impartial but at every twist 
and turn of Richard's story traditionalists twist the dagger. This does not happen 
here. Hipshon rejects Charles Ross' view that he was a child of his time but treats 
Richard as a human being. It is because of this approach, that he believes Richard 
is culpable of the death of the princes in as much as it was the most pragmatic 
course of action. 

The book is well written in a relaxed style. It is recommended as a good intro-
duction to those who are unfamiliar with the period and the monarch but well-
read Ricardians will find little of interest in the early chapters. 

WENDY MOORHEN 

THE TEMPLE CHURCH IN LONDON. History, Architecture, Art. Edited 
by Robin Griffith-Jones and David Park. 2010. The Boydell Press, Woodbridge, 
£40. 	 ISBN 978-1-84383498-4 

A strong case could be made for the cross-legged tomb-effigies of knights in the 
Temple church in London being the most influential, even iconic, tomb-effigies 
in Britain — the reason being that their (presumed) identification as knights 
Templar resulted in the assumption that a//cross-legged tomb-effigies were of 'cru-
saders'. John Stow (c. 1525-1605) is mentioned in the book under review as appar-
ently the first writer to make this false connection; but it would not be surprising 
if it were current at a much earlier time, even if not quite that of, say, Richard III. 

The thorough discussion of the 'cross-legged' question, by Philip Lankester, is 
characteristic of the volume as a whole, which is a marvellously thorough treat- 
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ment of almost every aspect of the history of the Temple church, by eight writers. 
It is revisionist and it is historiographic, and it is well supported by over a hundred 
black-and-white plates, as well as twelve colour plates (though a few of these are 
too small-scale to be of much use); it generally deserves the highest praise. 

Helen Nicholson sets the scene in a useful opening chapter — tantalising this 
reviewer, however, by her unreferenced remark that 'by the mid fourteenth century 
the majority of the buildings at the New Temple were let out to lawyers' (p. 16). 
Many modern lawyers and legal historians would much like an answer to the 
$64,000 question, of when exactly it was that the lawyers began to rent premises 
in the New Temple (following the Templars' suppression in 1308 and the subse-
quent gradual transfer of their properties to the Order of St John of Jerusalem). 

Christopher Wilson follows with a study of the Temple church's architecture: 
he points out that the church's consecration in 1185 can only have been honorific 
and that the church must actually have been completed before 1161 (when the sim-
ilarly-sized but less prestigiously located Old Temple church and precinct were 
sold to the Bishop of Lincoln). Wilson also puts the architecture into stylistic 
context, and explores some of the English elements (such as the round-arched west 
portal) of its north-French architect. His essay is complemented by Virginia 
Jansen's on the church's rebuilt choir (`genuinely' consecrated in 1240), with a 
broader, typological look at Templar and Hospitaller churches. 

The medieval funerary monuments are in this reviewer's opinion more 
poignantly moving in their war-damaged state; and there are at least plaster casts 
that were made before the last War that enable them to be studied as they once 
were. Essays by David Park and Philip Lankester provide thorough discussions of 
just who the effigies may have commemorated, including William Marshal (d. 
1219), William Marshal II (d. 1231) and Gilbert Marshal (d. 1241) — although not 
a single one of the identifications is absolutely certain — as well as King Henry III's 
proposal in the 123os that he himself be buried there. 

Most regrettably, the book skips over the period of the Reformation. Three of 
the last four chapters are concerned with the history of the church's fabric from 
the time of Christopher Wren (who reported on it in 1682, refurbished it, and 
designed black-and-white diamond-shaped paving as well as woodwork [sold in 
the 1840s]), to the 184os restoration, and then again after being bombed on Io May 
1941. The first and last of these chapters are by the Revd Robin Griffith-Jones, 
Master of the Temple, who also points out that in 1608 King James I granted the 
whole area of the Temple to the Inner and Middle Temple inns of court in perpe-
tuity, on condition that they accommodate and educate those studying the law 
and that they pay for the maintenance of the Temple church as a place for the cel-
ebration of the divine office. 
- The Temple church has long been central in our historical consciousness, as a 
building that by its very architecture recalls the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem and 
thus evokes the Crusades, and Rosemary Sweet's historiographic chapter rightly 
sets it in the history of both the (architectural) Gothic Revival and the broader 
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fascination with the Templars and medieval antiquities generally, in the eighteenth 
and early nineteenth centuries. The richness of the Temple church's history has 
never lacked for investigators — but none have been so thorough as those in the 
present volume. 

NIGEL RAMSAY 

Index to Testators of English Late Medieval and Early Tudor 
Wills and Testaments 1399-1540 

Published in Serial Publications, Books and 
Other Printed Matter between 

1717-2000 

A CD published by The Richard III Society 

Order from the Society's Sales Liaison Officer, 
42 Pewsey Vale, Forest Park, Bracknell, Berkshire RG12 2YA. 

Price 39.99 plus £1.50 postage and packing. 

THE ACCOUNTS OF WILLIAM WORSLEY, 
DEAN OF ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL, LONDON 

1 4 5 7-1 4 9 7 

Edited by Stephanie Hovland and Hannes Kleineke 

The accounts calendared in this volume illustrate the daily life of the house-
hold of a senior cleric during a dramatic period of English history. They shed 
light on the Dean's everyday life, but also document some extraordinary 
events, such as Worsley's participation in Edward IV's Scottish campaign of 
1481 and his imprisonment in the Tower for his part in Perkin Warbeck's 
conspiracy in 1495. 

Available to members for £18 plus £5.50 p&p (within UK) from 
the Society's Sales Liaison Officer, 

42 Pewsey Vale, Forest Park, Bracknell, Berkshire RG12 2YA. 
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The following list consists of recent books and articles, mainly published in the 
last twelve months, although earlier publications may be included. The appearance 
of an item does not preclude its subsequent review. 

BOOKS 

Peter Northeast and Heather Falvey, editors, Wills of theArchdeaconry of Sudbury, 
1439-1474, Wills fiom the Register Baldwyne; Part II:• 1461-1474. 691 pages. 2010. 
Suffolk Records Society, volume 53; and compilers, Index of Wills of the 
Archdeaconry ofSudbury1439— r474. 244 pages. 2010. Suffolk Records Society, sup-
plementary volume. Boydell Press, Woodbridge, each £35. 

ISBN 978-1-84383-532-5 and -6. 

Companion to Suffolk Records Society volume 44 (reviewed Ricardian 2004) con-
tains abstracts of over 770 wills made by residents of the parishes of West Suffolk 
and east Cambridgeshire, the Archdeaconry of Sudbury. They provide details of 
religious practices: devotions, the adornment of parish churches, activities of 
parish gilds, social conditions including familial and neighbourly relationships, 
housing and household possessions, landholding and farming patterns, and pro-
vision for the poor. Also included are over 50 'probate sentences' granting probate 
without the associated wills. The introduction outlines the probate system of the 
area and examines the form and content of a medieval will, with special reference 
to those published here. An extensive glossary. The index volume ccontains two 
separate indexes for each volume, one of 'People and places' and one of 'Subjects'. 

Susan Powell, editor, John Mirk's Festial, Edited from British Library MS Cotton 
Claudius A.II. Early English Text Society Original Series 334, 335, 2009, 2010, 
published by Oxford University Press, .£7o each vol. 

ISBN 978-0-19-957849-8; 978-0-19-959037-7 
A collection of 64 sermons for the major feasts of the Church calendar, written in 
the late 138os by an Augustinian canon to aid the less well educated parish clergy 
with preaching material; Mirk also wrote manuals for their aid. The main source 
used was the Golden Legend of saints' lives. Mirk's text underwent a major recen-
sion and then a major revision (after 1434), the former of which was published by 
Caxton in 3o June 1483, and later became a best-seller in the hands of other print-
ers. This edition contains a biography of Mirk, commentary, scribal production, 
the manuscripts and choice of base text, bibliography. 
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Hanno Wijsman, Luxury Bound. Illustrated Manuscript Production and Noble and 
Princely Book Ownership in the Burgundian Netherlands (140o-155), Burgundica 
XVI. 717 pages. zoto. Brepols, Turnhout, 95 euro. 	ISBN 978-2-503-52558-7 

This very extensive and thorough study is in three parts. The first deals with the 
physical aspects of the manuscripts, such as chronology, geography, texts and sizes. 
The second surveys individual ownership in great detail, and the third looks at 
what can be concluded from these data, e.g. the age at which people collected 
books, women as bibliophiles and the book market. A thirty-nine-page bibliogra-
phy, forty-three black and white illustrations and an index of names completes this 
up-to-date goldmine for manuscript scholars. There are no colour illustrations and 
like all books in this series, it is very heavy, weighing more than seven and a half 
pounds. 

ARTICLES 

Justin Colson, Alien communities and alien fraternities in later medieval London', 
The London Journal, volume 35, number 2, July 2010, pages 111-43. 

Four set of ordinances of the interconnected fraternities of the Holy Blood of 
Wilsnack, Saxony, at the Austin Friars, and of Saint Katherine at the Crutched 
Friars (German and Dutch), and of the Immaculate Conception (French) at 
Blackfriars are edited and analysed along with their known members. Registration 
with the bishop was possibly to secure episcopal authority to back up the frater-
nities' control of undisciplined members which the friars may have supported. the 
author highlights the different social standing of these guilds (mercantile or 
artisan) and the diversity of choice within the immigrant community of London. 

F. Delivre, 'Le roi, le pape et les libertes ecclesiastiques. Le gouvernement de 
l'archeveque de Vienne Angelo Cato (1482-1495/96)', in TEglise et la vie 
religieuse, des pays bourguignons a l'ancien royaume d'Arles (XIVe-XVIe siecle)', 
Publication du centre europeen d'etudes bourguignonnes (XIVe-XVIe s.), no. 50 
(2010), Rencontres dAvignon (17 au 20 septembre zoo9), pages 53-66. 

A brief, but unique, survey of the public life of the man to whom Philippe de 
Comines dedicated his memoirs and Domenico Mancini his description of 
Richard III's taking of the throne. Mancini's work is mentioned in a note but not 
discussed. 

John Hare, 'Salisbury: the economy of a fifteenth-century provincial capital', 
Southern History, volume 31, 2009, pages 1-26. 
A city dominated by its cloth industry which produced the famous ray (striped 
cloth), and which employed as much as a third of its men (and many women and 
children). It was the centre of the West Country cloth industry, with Southampton 
as its outport (and Poole), where the Italians came to buy cloth and sell alum and 

135 



THE RICARDIAN VOLUME XXI, 20I1 

dyes, but it gradually declined in relation to West Wiltshire and lost out to London 
and Blackwell Hall from the 147os. Its merchants operated overseas as well as local 
distributors, and included such luminaries as William Swayne and John Halle. A 
careful qualification is made of the city's decline. Tables. 

Michael Hicks, 'Edward IV's Brief Treatise and the treaty of Picquigny of 1475', 
Historical Research, volume 83, number 220, May 2010, pp. 253-63. 

The Brief Treatise (which has also been called Yorkist Chronicle or Chronicle from 
Rollo) is a four-folio genealogical 'chronicle' that survives in two versions and at 
least five copies. It 'proves' in simple straightforward terms Edward IV's descent 
from the first Viking duke of Normandy as well as his right to the throne derived 
from Edward III. In one manuscript the text is followed by some notes that appear 
to summarise the essentials of the treaty of Picquigny but actually antedate it (text 
given) and thus throw new light on it. 

Julian Luxford, 'The Sparham corpse panels: unique revelations of death from late 
fifteenth-century England', The Antiquaries journal, volume 90, 2010, pages 
299-340. 
A detailed study of two rood screen panels which uniquely show animated and 
finely dressed corpses and have surviving inscriptions. Subjects covered: the his-
torical and artistic context (English and continental); the date; iconography; audi-
ence and interpretation; and the possible moral intention of the panels and their 
function as part of a sepulchral monument. Extensive illustrations. 

Shannon McSheffrey, 'Sanctuary and the legal topography of pre-Reformation 
London', Law and History Review, volume 27, number 3, Fall 2009, pages 483-514. 
This article details the legal background to sanctuary, and is mainly concerned 
with the complex liberty of St Martin-Le-Grand and the effect of its physical 
boundaries — not always high walls and often in disrepair — on its inhabitants and 
neighbours, by extensive use of the disputes between the city and the liberty, espe-
cially 1430-57 and the 153os (evidence going back to the 148os). Also provides 
details on the process of admission (oath, handing over of weapons, imprisoning 
of felons). Most sanctuary men were alien craftsmen but could include followers 
of Perkin Warbeck or the future archbishop of Canterbury, John Morton. Reveals 
a 'vibrant' practice of sanctuary and highly respected traditions of 'holy ground'. 
Map of St Martin-Le-Grand. 

A. Marchandisse and B. Schnerb, le livre de priere de Robert et Marguerite, 
seigneur et dame de Wavrin (fin du XIVe siecle)', in TEglise et la vie religieuse, 
des pays bourguignons a l'ancien royaume d'Arles (XIVe-XVIe siecle)' , Publication 
du centre europeen deludes bourguignonnes (XTVe-XVIe s.), no. 50 (2010), Rencontres 
dAvignon (17 au zo septembre 2000, pages 255-78. 
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Selective description of a very large and unusual book of prayers (BnF n.a.f. 4412), 
which belonged to Robert VII, Lord of Wavrin (died 1415), father of the chronicler 
Jean de Wavrin, and his wife Marguerite, in the context of their piety. It contains, 
for example, almost 200 suffrages to various saints. Three colour illustrations, 
including one of a miniature showing Robert kneeling to St George on horseback, 
which heads a verse life of the saint. 

Carol M. Meale, 'London, British Library, Harley MS 2252, John Colyns' "Boke": 
structure and content', English Manuscript Studies 1100-1700, volume 15, Tudor 
Manuscripts 1485-1603, edited A.S.G. Edwards, The British Library 2010, pages 
65-122. 

The author's conclusion of her extensive work on Colyns (born 1465-70) and his 
`boke', with a complete catalogue of its contents. Colyns was a mercer of London 
who sold printed books, and appears to have invested in printing; Wynkyn de 
Worde's copy-text for Ipomydon is in his `boke'. Its varied contents include 
romances, works by Skelton, mercantile material, extracts from chronicles, and 
some accounts of Colyns' parish, St Mary Wolchurch. Full discussion of condi-
tion, the hands, watermarks, and Colyns' access to sources; with some comparison 
to similar collections. Do illustrations. 

Nigel Ramsay, 'The history of the notary in England', Handbuch zur Geschichte 
des Notariats der europaischen Traditionen, ed. Mathias Schmoekel and Werner 
Schubert, Badden-Baden 2009, pages 375-91. 

This article explains the limited use of notaries in England and their relationship 
with the Scriveners of London. They were rare in England before the time of 
Archbishop Peckham and were used mostly by the church and king. For the later 
middle ages the records of the Scriveners' Company are a prime source, filled out 
by references in chancery cases. This summary goes up to the present day. 

Matthew Stevens, 'Failed arbitrations before the Court of Common Pleas: cases 
relating to London and Londoners, 1400-1468', The Journal of Legal History, 
volume 31, number 1, April 2010, pages 21-44. 

This article is based on data compiled by the University of London, Centre for 
Metropolitan History's project 'Londoners and the Law: Pleadings in the Court 
of Common Pleas' WI cases of failed arbitrations referred to in 6321 cases) and 
analyses the use of arbitration. The author finds that arbitration was usually used 
in multi-faceted cases and that references to failed arbitrations declined between 
1400 and 1468; he debates the significance of the decline. Tables. 

137 



THE RICARDIAN VOLUME XXI, 2011 

Susie Speakman Sutch and Anne-Laure Van Bruaene, 'The Seven Sorrows of the 
Virgin Mary: devotional communication and politics in the Burgundian-
Habsburg Low Countries, c. 149o-152o', Journal of Ecclesiastical History, volume 
61, number 2, April 2010, pages 252-78. 
This article discusses the propagation of the devotion of the Seven Sorrows in the 
Low Countries around 1500, and argues that the goal of its promoters was to create 
a large spiritual and emotional community that supported the reigning dynasty 
and sought peace and (territorial) unity after a period of civil war and unrest. 
Membership of associated fraternities was free and open to everyone, old and new 
media were exploited, including the vernacular theatre and the printing press. 

Anne F. Sutton, 'London mercers from Suffolk c. 1270-1570: benefactors, pirates 
and merchant adventurers', part 1 and part 2, Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute of 
Archaeology and History, volume 42, parts 1 and 2, 2009 and 2010, pages 1-12, 
162-84. 

The flood of apprentices from Suffolk into the mercery trade of London was 
driven by the increasing prosperity of the county's cloth industry. The Mercers of 
London were by the early fifteenth century the dominant force in the Merchant 
Adventurers, the largest exporters of English cloth. Family backgrounds and links 
between city and country given were possible, e.g. the Baldrys and Stiles. Pedigree. 

Francis Woodman, 'The writing on the wall: new thoughts on Long Melford 
Church', Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and History, volume 42, 
parts 2, 2010, pages 185-97. 
The author suggests a co-ordinated rebuild of their church by this ambitious and 
wealthy parish from the 144os including some gentry such as Sir William Clopton 
(d. i446); he gives the texts of all the inscriptions set in the exterior walls which 
recorded the patronage of ordinary parishioners, several of the 148os (most of these 
were in English with one Latin prayer). The evidence of wills is also recited with 
a rehearsal of the problems of reading the architecture and its masters. Schematic 
elevations show the patronage; photographs. 
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